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PREFAC E

As long as the world exists gambling is sure to

continue. O f late years it seems to have in

creased its hold upon the members of the Upper

C lasses . Fortunately most o f them take to i t

more as a past ime than a vice. They gamble

to amuse themselves
,
and few of them lose more

than. they can afford . Some take it up i n the
%sam e way that many others take to cycling,
playing golf

,
and Bridge , ti e. more or less

because they are driven to it .

They v isi t M onte C arlo and O stend because

all their friends go there
,
and having arrived

,

they find that they are ‘ out of it ’ unless they

join in the universal pastime of Rou lette.
There are many to whom it matters not whether

they win or lose ; i n fact, the maj ority come

fully prepared to part with a certain sum . But

there are many others to whom it does make a

difference, and although they may not expect to

come away large winners , it will probably quite



P ref a c e

spoi l al l the pleasure of their trip if they lose

more than a very limited sum .

To these—the less fortunate of the gambling
community—Jdedicate th is l itt le book

,
i n the

hope that each one may find herein a system

suited to h is or her taste. A player without a

system i s l ike a ship without a compass
,
and

although there may be few which lead to fortune
,

there are a considerable number which will give

the vis itor to M onte C arlo plenty of play for his

money, and ensure him against any heavy loss .

I am informed by a gentleman who has fre

quented gambling establishments for most of

his l i fe , that many of my so-cal led systems

are erroneously described as such . They are

not ‘ systems,
’ he says , but only

‘ methods of

play .

’

From my point of View, however, every

individual may be said to have a system who

takes i nto the gambling-rooms a certain capital
,

with a pre—arranged plan how he wil l play it
not only as regards how he wil l stake his money

,

but as regards how much it i s his intent ion to

win or lose at a s itt ing.

I am not sanguine that the publ ication of this

book wil l cause the Administration to put up

their shutters ; but I do bel ieve that i f every

visitor to M onte C arlo would only adopt some

pre-arranged method of play, and religiously
vi



P ref ac e

stick to it, the dividends of the shareholders

would be considerably reduced.

I t i s the players who vote systems a bore,
and can never muster up the strength of mind

to come out of the Rooms when they are winners,
most to the profits of the Bank.

V. B.

vii





C O N T E N T S

H ISTORY O F THE CAS INO

EX P LANATION O F ROULETTE

NOTES O N ROULETTE

E X P LANATION O F TRENTE-E T -QUARANTE

NOTES ON TRENTE-ET—QUARANTE
SC IENTIFIC TRENTE-E T—QUARANTE
JAGGERS

’

S SYSTEM

THE D
’ALEM BERT SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR ’S SYSTEM

THE ITAL IAN RA ID ON THE BANK

THE ‘ LABOUCHERE ’
SYSTEM

THE
‘ WRANGLER ’S ’ SYSTEM

THE NOBLE LORD
’
S SYSTEM

‘
HowTO BREAK T HE BANK AT FLAT STAKES ’

I HE LAD I ES ’ SYSTEM 1 1 9

rHE
‘
BAROM ETER ’

SYSTEM 1 2 3

m e:
‘
M ARTINGALE ’

SYSTEM 1 3 1

ix

PAGE

1 1 0



C o ntent s

THE ‘
P H I LI BERT E

’ SYSTEM

THE ‘
DECAVE

’

S
’ SYSTEM

THE FIT% RO Y
’ SYSTEM

THE ‘
TI ERS ET TO UT

’

ANECDO TES O F THE RESTAURANTS,
THE ‘

BREAD-WI NNER ’

SYSTEM

THE ‘
P ARO LI

’

SYSTEM

SWI NDLERS AN D THEI R SYSTEMS .

SYSTEMS O N NUMBERS





HOTEL M TROPOLE
M O N T E C ARLO

O P EN DEC EM BER T O MAY

Finest position overlooking the C asino Gardens. Luxuri

ously furnished suites of room s
,
with private bathroom s

adjoining. Steam heating or open fires as desired. Leading
Restaurant inMonteCarlo . Renowned for excel lence o f its
cuisine. Attached to the ho tel are the beautiful Métropo le
Vil las , em inently suitab le for fam ily residences.

Under th e s am e M anag em ent %

HO T EL M ET RO P O LE , CANNES
O P EN DEC EMBER T O MAY

HO T EL ROYAL, DIEP PE
O P EN JUNE T O O C T O BER



M O N T E CARLO AN EC DO T E S

AND

SYSTEM S O F PLAY

H I ST O RY O F T HE CAS I N O

%O N E i s accustomed to hear M onte C arlo and

all i ts surroundings so thoroughly wel l abused,
that I expect most people who have not been

there
,
are impressed with fa l se ideas .

The leading counsel i n a recent ‘ cause

célébre ’ described i t as ‘ a hot bed of vice,
’

whilst elsewhere such expressions as ‘ a den of

thieves
,

’ ‘ the Pickpockets ’ Paradise,
’ and ‘ the

plague spot of Europe,
’ etc .

,
etc ., have been

freely applied to it. To discover any redeeming
features about so il l-famed a local ity would

,

therefore , be a refreshing change . But if the

li ttle Principal ity i s real ly such an in iquitous

and immoral place as we have heard it described
,

i t is on ly one more example of how the wicked

do flourish and prosper exceedingly.

r B



M o nte C a rl o Anec do tes

The history of M onte C arlo during the last

forty years bears evidence to this fact
,
and if

the foundation stone of the C asino had been

laid by the Pope himself, and the edifice

received the blessing of al l the clergy in

Europe, i t cou ld hard ly have been vouchsafed

a more prosperous future.

This is the conclusion at which I have

arrived after reading the history of the

C ercle des E trangers ,
’ contained in an amusing

l ittle book entitled the Guide d
’
a j oueur by

Charles Lim ouzin, price one franc.

He states on the cover that “ al l t ranslation

or reproduct ion i s proh ibi ted,
” but when I say

that h is book i s the best franc ’s worth in the

shops at N ice or M onte Carlo, I trust he wi ll

forgive me for quoting h is work.

“ Fi fty years ago
,

” he says,
“ with the

exception of the old town of M onaco
,
noth ing

which you see now existed.

” The C ondamine

was simply a garden ful l of ol ive and lemon

trees
,
which produced at the same time a large

crop of violets under the cu lt ivation of M r.

R immel, the Paris perfumer.

The rock
'

ou which the C asi no now stands

was a small promontory covered wi th pines,
caroubas, and cactus trees, where thyme and

lavender grew wild, and lizards loved to sun

themselves.
2
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M o nte C arlo Anec do t es

In the year 1 858 a grand banquet was held to

inaugurate the opening of h is Salle-n’a ewe.

About one hundred and fifty guests were

present, i ncluding al l the notabi li t ies of the

country . Prince C harles I I I . of M onaco came

in for the dessert
,
and toasts were drunk with

enthusiasm . In spite of this bri l lian t com

mencement, the enterprise never showed any

signs of success
,
and M . Daval soon ruined

himself, and died Shortly afterwards in a

hospital at M arsei lles .

A smal l company cal led Lefevre, Griois et

C ie. took over the business
,
and once more the

Roulette Wheel s were moved
,
th is time—in

r860—to the centre of the old town , i nto a
house cal led the M aison a

’

u Gérzéral.

C lose by was the Café c
'

u where

gamblers who had not even two francs
,
which

was the min imum stake i n those days, used to

meet their friends and play cards with them in

hopes of winn ing enough to have another stake

on the Roulette Table before going home I

At that time the croupiers had plenty of

leisure
,
and spent half the day lounging on the

Terrace of the C asino ; they had a large tele

scope
,
which commanded the approach to the

place for nearly a m ile
,
and through thi s they

used anxiously to watch the approach of any

vehicle
,
i n the hope that i t might contain a

4



H is t o ry o f t h e C a s ino

poss ible gambler
,
i n which case they of course

al l took their places round the table
,
and were

ready to receive him on his arrival .
In those days the gates of the town were

shut at midnight
,
after a drum had been

sounded to warn the inhabitants . Late comers

were then in an awkward fix they either had to

clamber over the rocks at the risk of a serious

acciden t i n the darkness
,
or they had to com

pensate the gatekeeper for disturbing h is night ’s

res t ; the latter was the course most usual ly

I n 1 86 1 the idea was conceived of bui lding a

new C asino on the presen t s ite. Plans were

drawn up and the work commenced
,
but the

Company lacked funds . The receipts from the

tables were small
,
and the contractors refused to

build on credit. Things were consequently at

a deadlock .

I t was at th i s moment that M . Francois

Blanc, the N apoleon of the gambling world, was

approached
,
and after due consideration he

came to M onaco . M . Blane was a man of

decision
,
and likewise of few words. He

looked over the bui ld ing in its unfinished state
,

had a short interview with those interested
,
and

then went to see the Secretary of the Govern

ment.
“ Tell H is H ighness

,

” he said
,

“ that I offer
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francs for the privilege of gambling
,

and for the C asino as i t stands unfinished. I

must have his answer at once , as I am leaving

tom orrow.

”

The answer was not long in coming. It was

in the affirmative. From that moment
, viz. i n

1 863 , M . Blanc entered into possession of al l

the rights of the then exi sting S ocz
'

été do: Baz
'

m

do fli er cl da Cercledo: E trazzgers d M onaco.

Under his auspices things at once began to

look up, and the ven ture became a most

successful enterprise. Unti l 1 868, when the

Rai lway was opened
,
the means of access to the

Principality were few
,
and vi sitors could only

come from N i ce by the long and steep.C orniche

road
,
i n which case their carriage cost them fifty

francs
,
or else they had to come by sea. The

lat ter was the cheaper and more popular way

of getting there. A l i ttle steamer cal led the

P almarz
'

a made the passage from N ice to

M onaco in about an hour and a quarter, and

the charge for a return ticket was four francs .

She was, however, a bad sea boat, and if the

weather looked at all threatening, the voyage

was postponed unti l the fol lowing day. The

start used to be made from N i ce at about 4 p m .

so as to give the passengers an hour or two on

shore before dinner. The little harbour of

M onaco was reached soon after five, when the
6



H i s to ry o f t h e C a s ino

gamblers went ashore in small boats , and were

t ransported to the C asino in omnibuses. It

was all very amusing
,
but hardly practical .

The P almarz
'

a was succeeded by the

Cfiarle: a larger and better boat
,
which

accommodated on the average about sixty

passengers .

T he Principal ity i n those days could only

boast of two hotels, the Hotel de Pari s and the

Hote l d
’
Angleterre. The former was the

much more important es tablishment of the two
,

and was the property of the C asino Adm inis

tration. I t was the refuge of the unfortunate

gamblers who had lost every centime at the

tables, and who would otherwise have gone

dinnerless to bed.

They were quite accustomed to walk in and

partake of the mole d’

lzo
‘

te meal , and only

confess their unfortunate s ituation at dessert .

The claim was never pressed
,
and the unpaid

bi l l was filed quietly away in a drawer, which

contained many others of a s imilar nature the

total being added up and wri tten o ff the Profit

and Loss account at the end of the year.

Unti l well into the seventies the minimum

stake allowed was two francs, and counters of

thi s denomination were sold in the Rooms .

Winners were expected to cash them at the

Guichet, at the end of the day, but often

7
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omitted to do so . Perhaps they had to rush 0 3

to thei r dinner
,
and never came back afterwards 3

some were late for the boat and had not t ime ;
whi lst others intended returning to gamble on the

fol lowing day
,
and something prevented them .

For various reasons
,
many of the two-franc

counters left the Principal i ty, and eventual ly, i n

spi te of their intrinsic worthlessness
,
began to

circulate as money in the neighbourhood .

They were freely accepted as cash in the cafés

and tobacco shops at N ice and even M entone.

After some years , M . Blane thought it would

be advisable to cal l in al l the outstanding

counters, and then it was discovered that instead

of the original number of exist ing,
there were no less than in circulation.

A gang of false coiners had established them

selves at La Turbie, and were turning out the

forgeries as fast as they could dispose of them .

From that day the counters were abol ished,
and the minimum at Roulette became five francs,
whilst the smallest stake al lowed at Trente-et

Quarante was raised from five francs to one

loui s .

With the open ing of the Rai lway in 1 868

M onte C arlo began to go ahead very fast ;
whilst the progress recorded since 1 878 has

been little short of marvellous .

M . Francois Blanc, to whose administrat ive
8
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qualities most of the success i s due
,
died in

1 877, but I doubt whether even he anticipated

the extraordinary developments destined to take

place shortly a fter his death .

The principal interes t in the C asino was

inherited by M . Blane’s widow, who died in

1 88 1 . I t was after her death that the original

Statu tes of the C ompany were modified . O n

1 4th December 1 882 i t was resolved to double

thecapital of the Société, raising i t from fifteen

mill ion francs to thirty mi llion . This was

divided up into shares of 50 0 francs

each. About shares became the

property of the heirs of M . Blanc, and the

rema ining 80 0 0 were held by a few of their

intimate friends . The holder of even 1 0 0 0

shares to-day would be a rich man
,
drawing an

average income of about £ 90 0 0 a year %
The original concession granted to M . Blane

was for fifty years
,
expiring i n 1 9 1 3, but i n 1 898

it was agreed by a maj ori ty of the shareholders

that in view of the rapid growth of the under

taking
,
it would be more satisfactory for al l

parties to obtain a renewal of the privi lege s as

soon as poss ible. The Prince of M onaco was

consequently approached
,
and the terms of a

fresh agreement di scussed.

O n certain conditions His H ighness agreed

to give the Company a fresh concession for

9
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fifty years
,
from rst Apri l 1 898 unti l I st Apri l

1 948. The new convention was placed before

a General M eet ing of the Shareholders on r1 th

January 1 898, and met with their approval . I t

was signed by both contracting partie s on 1 6th

January 1 898.

The terms of the new concession were some

what onerous for the C ompany, but i t was felt.

on al l s ides
,
that the successful issue of the

negotiations was a fortunate thi ng for the

Princi pal ity in general.

I t at least afforded guarantees that the C ercle

des E trangers would continue as before ; and,
as the prosperity of the place depends largely

upon the good management of the C ercle,
there seems every probabi l ity of i ts continuance .

Such, indeed, was the view taken by the Share

M arket. The ordinary five hundred franc

shares , which prior to the renewal of the lease

had been quoted at about c . 2 50 0 , experi

enced an immediate appreciati on . They rose

rapidly al l the spring of 1 898, unti l in August

of that year they touched the record price of

Fes. 4770 .

In order to meet the most pressing dem ands

of the new contract, 4 per cent. Debentures to

the amount of 24 million francs , i n bonds of Fes.

30 0 , were issued at the price of Fes. 240 per

bond. These were eagerly taken up by the
1 0
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M o nte C a rlo Anec do tes

The C asino alone provides honest employment

for over one thousand people, includ ing as i t does

the Adminis tration , the Chefs de Parti e, the in

spectors, croupiers, musicians, l iveried servants,
gardiens,

’ firemen
,
scene-sh ifters

,
gardeners

,

laundry-women , etc. , etc. In fact it may' be

said that the entire populat ion of M onaco is

dependent upon the C ercle .

The hours of many of the employés at the

gambling tables being ligh t
,
several of them are

interested in busi ness undertakings of various

kinds in the town , whilst their wives and

daughters are enabled to add to the family

income by the lett ing of apartments , taking in

of boarders
,
and finding other employment such

as dressmaking, mil li nery , etc.

The enormous building operations
,
which

have been going on for the last twelve years ,
have afforded honest labour for thousands of

workmen . There are no rates and taxes in the

Principali ty
,
everything, including the public

works
,
road-making, police, schools, churches,

and even chari ties
,
being provided for by the

Casino . Art and science are encouraged ; the

E stablishment of the Beaux-arts, the O pera, and

museums, being al l i n receipt of subsidies.

But i t i s not only i n the Principality itself

that the effect of al l this has been felt . I t has

had perceptible result s for over a hundred
1 2
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miles along the coast. The whole country from

St. Raphael to San Remo has been vastly

enriched, to an extent wh ich would have been

hardly possible
,
were there not some central

attraction like M onte C arlo . In M onaco itse l f,
land, which thirty years ago could have been

purchased for fifty centim es a square metre
,
i s

now worth over a hundred francs
,
whils t at a

distance of nearly fifty miles from the C asino ,
sandy soi l which i n 1 870 was not worth )5 5
an acre i s now sel ling for :5 2 0 0 0 .

Such i s the effect of the importation of gamb

ling i-nto the neighbourhood ; i t has been the

means of enriching and providing employment

for thousands of people , who have never played

at al l

The M anagement are exceedingly wise in one

respect
,
and no inhabitant of the Principality of

M onaco, or any one engaged in business in the

department of the Alpes M ari times i s allowed

admission to the rooms . The only exception

to this rule i s i n favour of members of certain

recognized social clubs in the neighbourhood.

The principle seems to be thi s we will al low

gambling to go on in our midst under certain

properly regulated conditions, one of them being

that we will not give our own people the chance

of ruining themselves . I f foreigners like to come

and spend money in the country , so much the
I 3
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better for u s. I f i t amuses them to throw their

money away on the Tables
,
by al l means let them

do so ; we hope that no one wil l be such a 'foo l as

to lose more than he can afford
,
but that i s no

business of ours. N one but adults wi ll be

allowed in the Rooms
,
and they are presumably

able to take care of themselves . Any money

that we may win we shal l lay out to the best of

our ability i n the interests of the shareholders
,

and with a view to generally improving the con

ditions of life in the surrounding country .

”

As soon as you admit that gambling wi l l

always exist, there are many other arguments

which could be brought to bear i n favour of

M onte C arlo.

Where else, may I ask, can you be quite sure

of being fairly treated % O n the Race—course
you have many things to contend with . The

trainer may be a swindler , the jockey may be

bribed , other riders may combine to shut your

horse i n on the rai ls at a cri tical moment of the

race
,
or the starter may not give him a fai r

chance . I f you surmount al l these obstacles

successfully
,
the bookmaker always lays you

a point underthe odds
,
and if you win you are

not certain of being paid .

I t i s the same on the Stock Exchange
,
you

are i nduced to invest in some mining shares
,

through the wonderful returns made by the
I 4
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M anager
,
or from the glowing statements of the

Chairman at the General M eeting, and as soon

as you have got in
,

’ probably right at the top,
down go your shares to nothing at al l, and you

find that the returns were ‘ cooked
,

’ and the

Chairman ’ s statements al l l ies
,
i n order to run

up the pri ce of the Shares in the market . I f, by

good fortune, you should happen to get into

something which turns out fairly well
,
a con

siderable percentage of your profits wil l always

disappear in such things as ‘ j obbers ’ differences,
’

brokers’ commissions
,

’ or contangoes. ’

I f you gamble high at clubs or private houses

there is always the danger of playing with

sharpers
,
and i f you win you are never sure of

your money.

At M onte Carlo there are none of these

obj ec tions. Everyth ing goes on with regularity

and mathematical precision . The smal l per

centage in favour of the Bank is well known and

recognized by al l ; the fai rness of the play i s

above suspicion
,
and all stakes are paid after

every coup rio matter whether the amount is

five francs or a hundred thousand % Should

there be any dispute between two players, I

have seen the Bank pay twice over rather than

have any unpleasantness What more can one

ask for

It should also be remembered that whereas
1 5
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on the Race-course, Stock E xchange, or C lub, a

gambler of any standing can obtain almost any

amount of credit
,
he cannot play at M onte

C arlo unless he has the actual cash in his hand.

If he loses al l that he takes into the Rooms with

him on the first occasion, he has t ime for

reflection before he can lose anymore.
As for the suicides one hears so much about,

I believe that nine-tenths of them exist only in

the imagination of blackmail ing journalis ts
, who

conjure them up with a v iew to getting money

out of the C asino .

During the last ten years I have only absolute

proof of two violen t deaths attributed to suicide.

The first was that of a lady who was supposed

to have thrown herself under the train at M onte

C arlo stat ion but this was subsequently proved

wi thout doubt to be a case of pure accident.

She was rushing across the line endeavouring to

catch her t rain to Beauli eu
,
when she stumbled

and fell
,
too late to be rescued. In couse

quence of this accident the Railway C ompany

at once constructed an underground tunnel
,
to

enable the passengers to cross in safety.

The other case was that of a young woman

who was found one night in the train between

N ice and M onte C arlo with a bullet through

her brain . She died in the Hospital at M ona-co

wi thout being identified
,
and in her case i t was

1 6
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been murdered, as

her own life.

During the last fifteen years i t i s known that

mi ll ion persons have visi ted the

and a friend of mine, who was fond

of statistics
,
once arrived at the fact, that con

sidering
“

the number of visitors, the average of

was less than in most other

1 7 C



EX PLANATIO N O F RO ULETTE

T HE game of Roulette i s undoubtedly one

of the most fascinating in the world . There

seems to be considerable difference o f opinion

as to when and by whom it was invented . The

general belief i s that i t was devised by Pascal

during a six months ’ retirement in a monastery
,

and was probably i n existence long before i t was

brought to Paris during the reign of Louis X VI .

As a pure game of Chance it i s most eun

ningly and ingeniously contrived, and although

mill ions of people have racked their brain s to

discover a weak spot, no one has ever yet suc

ceeded in obtain ing any decided advantage over

the Bank .

For the information of people vis iting M onte

C arlo for the first t ime, I reproduce here a fac

simi le of the Wheel , and also a D i agram of the

Tableau ’ where the Stakes are placed .

The fol lowing are the di fferen t ways of stak

ing, together with their French designations
r8
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play what i s called ‘a cheval ,
’ by placing the

money between two numbers next to one

FACS IM I LE O F RO ULET T E T ABLEAU.

M ETHO DS O F ST AK I NG.

I . O n one number en plein
2 . O n two numbers acheval ' (8
3. O n three numbers T ransversale pleine ( 1 0 , xx,
4. O n fo urnumbers en carré (m , 2 1 , 2 3,
5 . O n six numbers ‘ T ransversale Simple (2 5 , 26, 2 7, 2 8, 2 9 ,
6. O n an Even C hance (Black).
7 . O n two Even C hances acheval (Black and Even).
8. O n a dozen or co lumn (First Dozen).

another on the ‘ Tableau ,
’ ei ther vertically or

horizontal ly
,
thus

20
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0 1
'

If you win , the Bank pays you at the rate of
1 7 to 1 . The M aximum stake allowed is 1 8

wish to back three numbers, i t i s best

to select them in a transverse line and place

This i s cal led a ‘ Transversale plei ne.

’ The

Bank pays at the rate of 1 1 to 1
,
and allows

a Maximum of 2 8 louis . You can also back

0
,
1 , 2 or o , 2 , 3, i n the same manner by placing

your money as follows

2 1
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The next combination i s to back four

numbers. This i s called ‘ en carré,
’ and the

stakes are placed thus

The Bank lays you 8 to 1 about th i s ‘ coup,
’

and allows a M aximum of 38 loui s . I n the

same way you can back 0
,
I , 2

, 3 , which i s

known as the ‘ quatre premiers ' : the stake i s

placed thus

The stake on six numbers i s called the

Transversale S imple,
’ and is played as follows

The Bank bets you 5 to 1 against thi s
2 2
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combination, and the maximum stake al lowed

is 60 loui s .

You can next ei ther back the First, M iddle or

Last Dozen , by placing your stake on the l ittle

square marked
,

1

; or meaning ‘ premier,
’

‘milieu,
’ and ‘ derniere. ’ This is obviously a 2 to

1 chance, and the Bank al lows a M aximum of

1 50 loui s .

If you wish to back a column
,
the odds are

precisely the same . By placing your stake in

the l ittle blank square under 34 you cover al l

the numbers in the column 1 to 34, and if the

money is placed in the blank square under 36

you cover all the numbers in the column 3 to

36.

The M aximum on the Even C hances, viz.

Passe ( 1 9 to Even (Pair), Black, Red,
Uneven (Impair)and M anque (1 to 1 8)i s 60 0 0
francs . I f Zero comes up you either lose half

your stake (which is called to partager ’ with

the Bank), or else you are put in prison on the
line

,
marked for that purpose. If you win the

next sp in you come out o f prison , and can take

back your money.

You can play ‘acheval ’ on the Even Chances

by placing your money on the l ine say between

Pair and Passe, or Red and Impair. In thi s

case if both chances win you are paid even

money ; if both lose, your money i s raked in i f
23
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one wins and the other loses, the
‘ coup ’ has

no resul t at all
,
and if Zero comes out you

lose half your stake. N .B.
—The M inimum

allowed on this chance is ten francs—and not

five .

You can moreover back 2 4 numbers by

placing your stake between the dozens or

columns
,
but the M i n imum allowed on this

chance is also ten francs, and if you win

you only receive Izalf the value of your

stake.

If you throw a bundle of notes on to the

Roulette Table the croupier wi ll call out
,

‘ tout

va aux bi llets. ’ This means that they are al l

accepted as a stake, and that when the
‘ coup is

over, and they are counted out, you cannot

claim that you only intended to stake three
,

four, or five as the case may be . If the bundle

should be a big one, he will cal l out,
‘ tout va

aux billets, jusqu
’
a concurrence du maximum .

’

This mean s that al l the notes are accepted as a

stake provided they do not exceed the M aximum

allowed . I f you should throw down 70 0 0

francs on the Red by mistake for 60 0 0
,
the

Bank only pays you six in the event of your

winning , and if the ‘ coup is a losing one
,
they

rake in 60 0 0 and return you the seventh .

The Roulettes at M onte C arlo are beauti ful ly

constructed and of great precision . The Table
24
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complete costs about £ 60 . A Wheel in good

order should spin for about twelve minutes
,

without stopping , i f i t i s given a good start .

every morning with a spirit

level.



NO TES O N RO ULETTE

T HE oft-discussed and much-disputed ques

tion among Roulette players i s : “ Can the

spinner control the bal l for the advantage of

either the Bank or Player % ” There are many

persons who th ink he can
,
but the maj ority are

of the contrary opinion .

At first sight
,
the thi ng does not seem so

very imposs ible, and if you have ever seen

Roberts play bi lliards
,
or Kubelik play the

violin , you will have real ized to some extent

what marvellous preci sion of hand and eye

can be acqu ired by talent and constant practice .

I should be inclin ed to believe that a man

like John Roberts, j unr. , could do almost what

he pleased wi th a Roulette wheel after years of

practice

(1)If the brass arrangements known as
‘ obstacles ’ were removed from the woodwork

of the interior of the machine.

(2)If he were al lowed to spin as he chose.
26
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(3)He i s forbidden to Spin the wheel and

the bal l very gently, and i f at any time he i s

observed to be spinning slower than the regula

t ions permit, the Chef de P art2}: immediately

directs h im to ‘ tournez plus v ite.

’

(4)The spinner is changed about every
half-hour

,
so that his hand has very litt le t ime

to acqu ire the necessary mechanical precision .

In any case, and under the most favourable

c onditions
,
I am perfectly certai n that a croupier

cannot spin a particular number, or be sure

of making the ball to land near i t ; and the

very strongest argument of al l to support my

theory is
,
that if he could

,
the Bank would not

exi st very long.

Any man who had thi s gift would soon be

able to realize a fortune, by arranging with

friends outside to come and play when i t was

h i s turn to spin .

I t seems pretty conclus ive
,
therefore, that it

i s not possible for the spinner to throw say

within three points of any given number wi th

any certainty ; but another quest ion arises , and

that is Can he avoid any given number % ”

If he could do so at wi ll
,
i t would be a great

advantage for the Bank
,
for' there i s nearly

always one number at every turn of the wheel

which i s more heavily backed than any other.

If
,
then

,
the croupier could make sure of avoid

2 8
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ing that number with certainty, the Bank would

obtain a great advantage at almost every turn of

the Roulette.

There are numbers of people who bel ieve

that skilled croupiers can draw an imaginary

line across the cylinder, and throw into which

ever half they choose, 4 times out of 5 . These

persons l ikewise bel ieve that the Administration

encourage the croupiers to acquire thi s skill, i n

order to be able to use i t against the players

when necessary .

But is i t not very obvious that in doing so

they would run a most serious risk of the spinner

turning such skill to his own advantage %

For
,
i f i t were possible to throw the ball with

certainty into one half of the wheel
, 4 times

out of 5 , i t would be the simplest thing in the

world for the spinner to get a friend to come

and back 1 8 numbers next to one another on

the cylinder, every turn of the wheel . The

Bank would then be betting even money every

time , when the real odds would be 4 to 1 on

the player . This sort of th ing could not go on

long without the Bank being cleaned out .

Again , i f i t were possi ble for the spinner to

land the bal l with fai r certain ty in to whichever

half of the wheel he pleased, the advantage of

the Bank over the big players would be so

enormous, that the trick would surely have
2 9
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been discovered long ago ; i n which case the

Admin istration would have had to choose

between adopting some mechanical contrivance

to take the place of the croupier, or losing their

clientele al together.

In order to bri ng home to some of my

readers how entirely they would be at the mercy

of the Bank
,
were i t poss ible to use ski lled

spinners
,
I wil l poi nt out a few peculiariti es in

the arrangement of the numbers on the Roulette

Wheel .

Probably you have never noticed that i f you

take a cyl inder
,
and place i t wi th 2 6 and 0 at

the top
,
and then draw a line across from 2 6 to

1 0 , all the Red numbers on the right of the

line wi ll be Passe ’ and al l the Red numbers on

the left o f the line wi l l be M anque. ’

I t i s the same i f you draw another l ine across

from 1 5 to 24 ; al l the Black numbers on the

right of the li ne will be ‘ M anque
,

’ and all the

Black numbers on the left wil l be ‘ Passe. ’

Supposing therefore that the ski l led spinner

saw the smal l Red numbers l ike 1 , 3, 5 , 7, and 9
well backed

,
and heavy stakes also on Red

and ‘ M anque,
’ he would take N o . 34 as

‘

his

central spot to aim for, and land the ball Some

where in that half of the cyl inder.

I f
,
on the other hand , the big stakes were on

numbers l ike 2 1 , 23, 2 5 , 2 7, 30 , 34 and 36, also

30
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on Red and ‘ Passe,
’ he would select N o. 2 2 as

the spot to aim for
,
and place the bal l somewhere

in that neighbourhood .

The player of a big stake on one number ‘ en

plein ’ would not have a ghost of a chance , for

the croupier would have all the rest of the wheel

to shoot at.

‘a cheval ’ would also have a very

poor chance ; for the spinner would always have

half the cyl inder to aim at, and in most cases

a great deal more.

The most unfavourable ‘ chevaux ’ for the

player would be o-3, 8
- 1 1 , and 2 8—2 9 , for

these would give the spinner more than fif ths
of the wheel to shoot at. For example

,
in the

31
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case of 2 8- 2 9 he would natural ly aim for N o .

36, but in al l the above cases he has the same

space free.
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The most favourable chevaux for the

player would be 1—2
,
6—9 , 1 4—1 7, or 3 1—34, for

these leave the spinner only just half the wheel

to aim at.

I t i s the same with a number of the groups of

three numbers. Take 0
,
2 , 3, for example, the

Spinnerhas about gths of the cyl inder to aim at .

of the ‘ carrés ’ are nearly as bad for

the player, for supposing he were to select 2 8

32 , or 1 0—1 4, the croupier would be left wi th
nearly §rds of the wheel free.
I n the case of the ‘ Transversales ’ of six

numbers things begin to get a lit tle more com

plicated for the Bank, but if the player were to

select the ‘ s ixain ’

7
—1 2

, the ski l led spinner

33 D
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would sti ll have nearly hal f the circle in which

to try and lodge the ball, thus

34
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were the one selected , the ski l ful spinner who

could land his bal l every time in the neighbour

hood o f N o . 33 would enormously increase the

odds against the punter.

The inequal ity in the case of the columns i s

not qui te so marked
,
but stil l i t wil l be noticed

that seven numbers in the first column are

comparatively close together in the cyl inder.

Players on the even chances would natural ly

offer the smallest opportun ity to the Bank
,
but

Supposing for example that M aximums were

placed on Pair, the croupier would at once

sel ect N o . 1 5 as hi s central spot, and command

a big advantage .

It has , therefore, I think, been clearly shown
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that against croupiers able to lodge the bal l with

comparative certainty into any required half of

the cylinder, i t would be possible for the Bank

to make sure of winning.

But
,
I maintain that even if i t were poss ible

for spinners to acquire such skill , i t would be

too dangerous for the Bank to employ them .

For, in the case of the Firs t C olumn or Pair,
for example

,
i f the croupier is able to avoid the

half of the wheel where most of the numbers

are located , he must be equally able t o make

sure of landing the bal l i nto the middle of them
,

and i n that case he would be certain to arrange

with hi s friends to come and play .

The croupiers natural ly encourage players

especially ladies—to believe that they have some
control over the ball

,
i n order that they may

be able to claim gratuities
,
cigars, etc .

, from the

punter who has won
,
after staking according to

their directions . But I bel ieve that the Ad

ministrat ion would strongly d iscourage any

croupier i n thei r employment from acquiring

such ski ll
,
and i f they found that any one

possessed it
,
they would take steps to get rid

of him as soon as possible.

The fol lowing story i s told of M ons ie u r Blane

in the old days of the gambling at Homburg .

Four Eng l i sh gentlemen informed him that one

of his croupiers professed to be able to contro l
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the ball
,
and asked him if he thought it were

poss ible . “ I am quite wi lling for you to test

i t yourselves
,

” he said ,
“ and thi s i s what .I

propose . I wil l place a roulette table enti re ly

at the disposal of you four gen tlemen for one

day on the following conditions. You will be

al lowed to make what private arrangements you

please with the croupier in quest ion al l I

s tipulate is that you each bring exactly £ 2 0 0 to

the table
,
and that we play unti l e ither I have

won al l your money , or you have won as much

as you please of m ine You can place your

stakes where you l ike
,
and for thi s one day I

will remove al l l im i ts and M aximums from your

table. The croupier must of course conform to

the ordinary regulat ions of the C ercle. ”

What could have been a fairer proposal %

The conditions were accepted
,
and the English

men made their arrangement with the croupier,
so that i n the event of their winning

,
he would

have been a handsome participator i n the spoi l .

M onsieur Blane looked on to see fair play
,
and

had the sati s faction of raking in the £ 80 0 i n a
comparatively Short time

Some people think that the croupier
’ s nerve

fai led him when put to the test ; the majority

believe that his professed ski l l was imaginary.

Anyhow, at the C ercle at O stend, which i s

run under the same regulations as M onte C arlo,
38
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and of which M . C amille Blane i s said to be a

large shareholder
,
they al low the pub l ic to give

gratuities to the croupiers openly and to (my

extent
, which is an obvious proof that they do

not believe in their employés being able to

control the spin of the bal l.



EX PLANATIO N O F TRENTE-ET

QUARANTE

I T has so often occurred to me to find people

who have frequented M onte C arlo for several

years playing Trente-et-Quarante without under

standing the elements o f the game, that I think

a short description of i t will not be out of place

in a work of thi s sort.

I well remember an o fficer i n the Ri fl e

Brigade, who had played it daily for over three

weeks and won £ 60 0 ,
wishing to bet me 1 0 0 0

to 1
,
on his departure at M onte C arlo stat ion ,

that he knew all about the game and that I

knew nothing. And yet he had the whole of

the rules upside down in his mind . He thought

that the top row of cards was dealt for the Red

s ide of the table
,
and that the game was to get

the nearest to forty.

I was telling the story
,
as a good j oke

,
the

same evening to a man who had been playing

at M onte C arlo for about thirty years, when to

my astonishment he said , I t was a lucky thing
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you did not take the bet
,
or you would have

lost your money. % “ What
,

” I said ,
“ do you

mean to say that you think that C aptai n H

i s right % ” “ Yes
,

” he repl ied
,

“ I am sure he

is, and unless you can Show me your version of

the rules i n some book
,
I shall cont inue to

think i t i s you who have got the rules upside

down in your m ind
,
and not C aptain H

and myself. ”

Wel l
,
i t was only then that I realized how

seldom one sees the rules of Trente-et-Quarante

in print
,
and i t took me nearly a week before I

could find a book containing them
,
when at last

my friend had to admit that he had been under

a delusion for about thirty years .

Trente-ebQuarante i s played with six packs

offifty-two cards, which are first carefully counted

out on the table and then shuffled up together.

After shuffling
,
one of the players i s requested

to cut the cards
,
and the game then commences .

There are four ordinary even chances that one

can play on
,
viz. Red, B lack , C ouleur, and I h

verse. These are played and paid in exactly the

same way as the even chances at Roulette.

In addition to thi s the player can stake his

money
,

‘ acheval
,

’ either on Red and C ouleur ,
or Red and Inverse, or Black and C ouleur, or

Black and Inverse .

To stake in this manner
,

‘ a cheval ,
’ at
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Trente-et-Quarante i s exactly the same as staking

on the line between Red and Impair, or N o irand

Pair at Roulette . If both chances win you win

your bet, and are paid even money, and if both

chances lose you lose your money. If one

chance wins and the other loses , the bet is

declared ‘ off
,

’ and the player has the righ t to

take his money up or leave i t down for the next

coup just as he thinks best . I f Zero appears at

Roulette
,
or the Refai t at Tren te-et-Quarante,

the player
,
acheval ,

’ on the even chances loses

half his stake.

I n the game of Roulette there are any

number of combinations of d ifferent chances
,

but at Trente-et-Quarante there are only com

binations of even chances . There is one thing

which i s puzzl ing to a beginner, and that is that

in announcing the winning or losing side of the

table the dealer never mentions the Black or

Inverse. He either says
,

“Rouge gagne et

C ouleur,
” or “ Rouge gagne, C ouleur perd or

else he says,
“ Rouge perd et C ouleur,

” or
“ Rouge perd

, C ouleur gagne.
”

After the cards have been shufiled and cut,

the dealer waits unt i l all the stakes have been

placed on the table, and then says, R ien ne va

plus
,

” which i s the French equivalent of “N o

more staking.

”
He then deals out a row of

cards
,
counting the pips as they appear, unti l the
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francs i s accepted by the Bank
,
so that the

player must pay the same to insure fifteen lou
'

i s

as he would to i n sure twenty-hye. If the stakes

are i nsured and the Refait appears , the playeni s

i n exactly the same position as i f the cards had

amounted to thirty-two al l or th i rty-hve al l he

does not go into prison
,
and can take his money

O ff i f he likes .

N ow for C ouleur and Inverse, which wil l be

eas ily understood . I f the colour of the firs t

card in the fi rst row i s the same as the winning

side of the table, C ouleur win s. I f, however, the

colour of the first card in the. first row is the

same as the losing side of the table, Inverse

wins . For example :

FI RST ROW.

T O T AL

K ing o f Queen o f Seven o f Four o f
C lubs l I earts S pades D iam onds} 31

S ECO N D RO \V.

Ace o f N ine o f Knave o f T en o f S ix o f
6

Spades I I earts C lubs D iam onds C lubs
- 3

The dealer announces Rouge perd
, C ou

leur gagne .

”

O r,

FIRST ROW.

K ing o f Queen o f T en o f Eight of 8
C lubs Hearts Spades D iam onds 3
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SECO N D ROW.

Ace of
.

Nine o f K ing o f Seven o f Five o f}
2

S pades Hearts Spades Diam onds C lubs 1
' 3

The dealer announces “ Rouge gagne
, Cou

I f the player has a stake on one even chance

and the Refai t appears, he has the option either

prison or divide his stake then and

the Bank . If he elects to go into

prison , he has the
'

option to select the prison

before the coup is dealt , e. g. i f hi s stake i s on

the Red he may elect to be put i nto the Black

chooses but in the ord inary course

go into the Red prison . If he selects

colour, he comes out of prison , and

hat he l ikes with hi s stake . I f there

a second Refait, he has to win twice

on before coming out of prison .

the Trente-et-Quarante table is

show beginners where to place

their stakes .
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HALF THE TRENTE £1

Standing P l ayers
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I T i s a most di fficult calculation to arrive at

the actual percentage in favour of the Bank at

the game of Trente-et-Quarante. The problem

is
,
in fact

,
so hard to solve

,
that I have never yet

come acros s any one capable of accompl ishing it .

The more you think i t out, the more complicated

it seems .

The first man I proposed it to, said i t was as

S imple as A B C , and came to the conclus ion

that the odds were 8 1 to 1 against the point

of 3 1 appearing in both rows of cards %

I told him he must be a genius to work it out

in so short a t ime
,
and asked him how he

arrived at the result . H is method was as simple

as i t was fal lacious.
“ You first calculate the odds against 3 1

appearing in the top row of cards
,

” he said ;
that i s easily done, for there are altogether ten

different points wh ich can appear
,
viz. 3 1 , 3 2 ,

33. 34 . 35, 36: 37, 38, 39 and 40 . I t i s con
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sequently 9 to 1 against 3 1 appearing in the top

row.

”

I smiled grimly and let him continue.
“ If i t i s 9 to 1 against 3 1 appearing in the

top row, i t must surely be the same odds about

the bottom row P C onsequently the odds

against 3 1 appearing in both rows must be 9 x

9 8 1 to

It would be all r ight
,
and del ightfully S imple,

”

I said ,
“ if your presumption was correct , but i t

i sn ’t i t i s utterly and entirely wrong, and based

on a complete fallacy .

”

My friend then got qu ite angry about i t, and

wanted to make al l sorts of wi ld bets that he

was right and I was wrong, etc. , etc. , so I under

took to prove i t to him in five minutes . This
was how I made him see i t.

“ You start by saying that i t i s 9 to 1 against

3 1 appearing in the top row of cards, because

there are nine other points which can appear ;
but you entirely fai l to grasp the fact that the

odds against each of these point s appearing are

di fferent . ”

How so he asked .

“ That i s easily demonstrated ,
” I said

,

“ for

according to your argument
,
i t i s the same O dds

,

viz. 9 to 1 , against any one of the points
appearing.

”

“ That i s so,
” he replied.
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“ That is j ust where you are m istaken ,
” said I

,

“ for whereas the odds are nothing l ike 9 to 1

against 3 1 appearing, they are vastly more than

9 to 1 against a point of 38, 39 , or 40 appearing .

“ In other words
,
a point of 3 1 i s the one

against which the odds are the leas t, and the

odds against every point above 3 1 become

greater as the si ze of the point increases . I t i s

Consequently easier for the dealer to produce a

line amounting to 3 1 than it i s for him to deal

32 , and he i s more l ike ly to arrive at a total o f

33 than 34, and so on up to 40 , which i s the

hardest possible point to arrive at.
“

'

I f you ‘ think i t out for two minutes
,
or

experiment with a pack of cards, the fact

becomes apparent at once . For i n order to

arrive at a point of 40 you first have to hit upon

cards which will make a point of exactly 30 , and

having arrived at 30 exactly, you then require a

ten or a court card to arrive at a point of 40 .

O n th e other hand
,
look how much easier i t

i s to arrive at 3 1 2 you may first get to 2 1 and

then hi t upon a ten or cou rt card
,
or any two or

three cards making up ten . O r you may first

get to 2 2

'

and then come upon a nine or any

two or three cards m aking up nine or fi rst get

to 2 3 and then come upon an eight or any two

or three small cards making up 8, etc . ,
etc.

There are innumerable combinations of cards
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which will m ake 3 1 , but, as I said before, i n

order to arrive at a point of 40 , i t i s necessary
first to get 30 exactly, and after that, i t i s st il l

9 to 4 against your coming upon the requisue

ten or court card to make the point of

The coup of 4o apres i s so rare, that at

the gambling clubs of N amur
,
during two hours

of the day
,
they pay the stakes on both sides of

the table whenever it occurs

My friend was bound to admit that my

reason ing was sound
,
and that as the odds

against each poin t appearing were di fferen t
,
and

gradually increased from 3 1 upwards, the caleu

lat ion of the percentage was a most difficult

one.

My own idea of the best way to arrive at it ,
would be to take six packs of cards, shuffle and

cu t them in the same way as at the Trente

et-Quarante tables at M onte C arlo , and then

deal ‘ coups
,

’ keeping a record of the

number of times 3 1 apres appeared .

The experiment migh t keep one person at

work for ten hours a day for three months
,
but

the result would be a reliable test .

I t would probably be found that ‘

3 1 apres
’

would turn up about 2 50 0 times, or about once

in every forty ‘ coups . ’

I f th is i s th e correct reckoning
,
and I am con

vinced that i t cannot be far wrong
,
i t follows
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Refai t appears
,
which real ly means that h is

premium of insurance i s 2 per cent . Seeing ,
however, that it probably 0

cen t. it i s certainly advanta

insure .

I t i s no t
,
however

,
good

francs to insure 1 5 louis,
i nsure 35 loui s, which i s oft

who have not calcu lated the
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T HE general opinion seems to be that Trente

et-Quarante is not a game of skill .

I believe that quite ha lf the people who play i t

have not the vaguest idea of what they are doing ,
and merely throw their money down on to B lack

or Red, and wait to see whether i t i s raked in

or paid, as the case may be .

O ne gentleman
,
who always played i t in

perference to Roulette because
“ he found the

rooms quieter, and there was less chance of

having your money grabbed
,

” told me quite

serious ly that he thought i t seemed to be a good

game
,
but he wished they wou ld get rid of the

man who fiddled about with the cards He

thought the game would go on j ust as wel l

without him . Another m an once asked me

where he had to place h i s money in order to

back the O dd and Even

But i f half the people who play know nothing

whatever about i t
,
I bel ieve that quite two-thirds

of the remainder know very l ittle more . Their

one idea seems to be to get on to a ‘ run and
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leave their money to accumulate . The result

of this is that unless the Bank gives them a deal

with several good ‘ runs on i t, most of them lose.

I t seems to me , however, that wi th a l ittle

knowledge of the rules of the game, coupled

with a little fai th i n the law of average, Trente

et—Quarante can be converted into an interesting
game of skil l

,
where the player who has the

necessary patience and power of observation can

bring them to bear on h is s ide with advantage.

I suppose no one wil l deny that the Law of

Average exists . We see it at work every day of

our lives . Without i t Banks
,
Insurance O ffices

and Railway C ompanies could not make their

business pay .

The manager of a London Joint Stock Bank

bases all his calculations upon it . He has, say,

50 0 0 curren t accounts open in hi s books, of

which some of the balances are large and some

are smal l ; but after a l itt le experience he soon

knows the sum he can count Upon as available.

I f
,
after a year or two

,
he finds that the average

daily balance of each current account i s £ 2 0 0 ,

he can pretty wel l count upon having

of hi s cl i ent s’ money in hi s hands

on any one day of the year .

In normal t imes
,
i f he keeps

,
say

, in

hi s strong-room to meet contingencies
,
he wil l

be quite safe in making use of the by
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investing i t in l iquid securiti es
,
loans or dis

counts . I f the law of average did not exist,
he c ould not do this

,
but would be obl iged to

keep the whole of his cl ients
’ money locked up

in his safes
,
for fear they might al l want to draw

out on the same day.

But he can be quite sure that thi s wi l l not

happen
,
and that if A

,
B

,
and C draw out

X
,
Y

,
and % wil l pay in about the

same amount .

I t i s identically the same case with the Insur

ance C ompanies . They know that out of so

many l ives insured every year, they can count

on a very large percentage remaining alive to

counterbalance the number of deaths or on so

many bu i ldings insured against fire
,
only a very

small percentage wi l l be burnt. In the same

way, the manager of L loyd
’s knows that out of

so many ships underwritten annually
,
abou t the

same percentage wil l always come safely to port
,

and counterbalance the number of wrecks . The

average i s worked out by an actuary
,
and the

premiums are fixed according ly .

Have you ever considered how many

hundreds of thousands of people cross from

Dover to C alai s every year, and yet the South

Eastern Railway C ompany only requires to keep

about three boats running
,
because they know

that the traffic wil l be governed by the same law
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of average, and that the same number of people

wil l make up their m inds to travel per day on

an average . I f they al l wanted to cross i n any

one month or in any one week of the year
,
they

would requ ire to keep a fleet as big as the

Briti sh N avy. But they don ’t
,
because of the

law of average .

I t i s precisely the same w i th the cards at

Trente-et-Quarante . There are six packs of

cards used
,
each containing 5 2 cards . I n each

of these packs there are 24 cards counting over

7 and 2 4 cards counting under 7.

N ow by the law of average I maintain that

i f the six packs are mixed up and properly

shuffled as they are at M onte C arlo, in every

thirteen cards that are deal t ou t there ought to

appear six cards of over 7 and six cards under

7 . I f thi s i s not the case,

.

it will probably righ t

i tself when the next th irteen are dealt out, .

or at

any rate after thirteen more have appeared .

In other words
,
by the law of average you

will never find al l the cards count ing over 7 i n

one half of the pack and al l the cards counting

under
, 7 in the other they wi ll be pretty equal ly

distributed throughout the whole of the six packs.

I t fol lows that whenever you see too many big

cards or too many l ittle ones appearing eon

secutively, that the preponderance or deficiency

has got to be made up sooner or later, and by
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the law of average the deficiency on one side

or the other is not likely to be long outstanding.

Now i t seems to me that this knowledge can

be turned to some account, for it should help us

to determine the probable resu l t of the top line

of cards which i s about to
‘

be dealt. I t i s

easier to arrive at a point of 3 1 with smal l cards

than it is with big ones
,
and in the same way i t

i s easier to arrive at a point of anything from 36

to 40 with big cards than it i s w ith small ones . I f

tl
i

is i s so , when sma l l cards are due, i t ought to

begood to back the Black ; but on the other

hand , i f too many small cards have already

appeared , and big ones are due, it ought to be

good to back the Red, because a high point may

be expected in the top line

The player should therefore carefully watch

the cards as they fall
,
from the commencement

of a deal , and only play when something

abnormal occurs, in the hope that the next few

cards which appear wi l l rect ify it . He must

keep a mental record of either all the cards over

7, or al l under 7, and draw his conclusions

For example, the cards are cut , and the deal

B lack Line. Kg. 1 0
, Qn. 9 39

Red Line. Kn. Kg. 8 , 7 35
Rouge gagne .
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The player now says to himself
,

“As Seven

cards al l over 7 have appeared and none under

7, a lo t of small cards are due, i t i s therefore

good to back the Black for the next coupfl
”

The small cards wil l probably appear, and he

may expect to see something l ike this

Red Line. 8
, 7, Qn. I

, 9 , 3S

Rouge perd .

After that
,
the balance being re-establi shed

,
he

would look on for one or two ‘ coups ,
’ watch

ing for another opportunity to play . .After three

or four ‘ coups ’ with the cards coming out

pretty evenly, suppose he saw

B lae/eLine. Kg.

'

1
,
1 0

, 3, 5 , 7

Red l ine. 4, 2 , I , 5 , 3, 6, 2
, 4, 6 33

Rouge gagne .

As thi ngs were pretty even at the start, and

now twelve cards under 7 have appeared against

on ly two over 7, some big cards are surely due,
so i t must be good to back Red for the next
‘ coup.

’ If he finds

B lack Line. Qn. 1 0 , Kn. 8 38

Red Line. Kg. 9 , Qn. 7 36

Rouge gagne .

He wins his bet, and the balance of the cards

i s once more nearly re—established .
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And i f you lost the firs t two bets and won the

third, you would get back al l previous losses,
and sti l l be the winner of 2 uni ts .

I f you lo st al l three bets c

would cost you 1 0 units . The best way
,

to play the System. would be to divideyour

whole capital up into five or six cap i tals of 1 0

un its each
,
which you would keep in your righ t

hand pocket
,
stowing away al l winnings in your

left-hand pocket as you take them off the

table .

At the end of about four deals you will
general ly find that you have had the best of the

tussle .

If thi s shoul d not be the case , i t wi l l mean
that you have hi t upon an un lucky day

, and

this must be expected about
'

once i n every

four or five vis its to the tables .

When you are in bad luck
,
and the cards

which have fallen point to the Black S ide

winning
,
you will often see the looked-for sma l l

cards appearing
,
but your calculations wi l l be

upset by a ten coming at Me end of file top line.

For example

B lac/aLine. 3, 4, 7, 2 , 6,

In thi s case your sma l l cards have duly

appeared
,
but you have arrived at a very bad

point
—because you were un lucky enough
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1 0 at the end of the line . Had the

turned up in the middle of the line, Say
after the Ace

,
your poin t would have been 32 ,

which would probably have won you the ‘ coup
,

’

and the 6 would then have become the first

card of the Red Li ne .

Vice versé , when you are in bad luck , and it

looks as if Red should win , you wi l l be beaten

in the same way by an Ace or a 2 appearing at

Me end of the top l in e, as for example

B lack Line. Kg. Qn. 1 0
,
2

Red L ine. Kn. 9 , 8, 7
=
34.

Rouge perd .

Had the 2 appeared one card later
,
you would

have arrived at a point of 40 i n the top l ine,
and Red could not then have lost .

N o reasonable being wi l l expect a System
,

such as I have j us t described
,
to be successful

every time t/zeyplay. I f it goes well three times
out O f five, and they are carefu l to l imit their

losses on their unlucky days
,
they should be

able to pay their expenses. even wi th a unit of

1 louis .

I have
‘

seen a capital of 1 0 loui s turned in to

75 in less than two hours at th i s game, only the

man who did thi s used to add the first louis

which he won to his th ird stake
,
before he

commenced stowing away his winnings . H is
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third sta‘ke would consequently have been 7

louis instead of 6. O n the which I

refer he never lost his first 1 during

two hours’ play, and won the average 1 1

louis deal.
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JAGGERS i s the only man I ever heard of who

completely defeated the Bank at M onte C arlo

by fair m eans
,
and won and kept a large sum of

money .

He was a Yorkshireman, and a mechanic by

trade
,
and therefore knew how impossible i t i s

to construct and maintain a delicate machine in

an absolutely perfect condition . He couse

quently realized that every Roulette Wheel in

the rooms at M onte C arlo was sure to be untrue,
i n a greater or less degree

,
and he did not see

why h e should not turn this knowledge to some

account .

He engaged a staff of six clerks
,
and set them

at different tables to mark down the numbers

all day long . M eanwhi le he himself was busily

engaged on an elaborate analys is of the resul t

of each table. At the end of a month he had

d iscovered a weak spot in every one of the

cylinders. C ertain numbers appeared at certain
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tables considerably oftener than they should have

done by the law of average . At each of these

tables there was a group of numbers wh ich

always kept behind thei r average . The numbers

that were ahead steadi ly increased their lead
,

whilst the other group fel l more and more i n

arrear.

Armed with thi s knowledge Jaggers and his

staff set to work to p lay on the good numbers
,

and in course of t ime they won

Then the Admin istrat ion of the Bank discovered

his system
,
and changed the cyl inders about

from table to table every n ight . From that day

Jaggers of course began to lose, and he had

soon lost of hi s winnings . Then be

perceived what they had done, and set to work

to beat them again . By dint of pat ience and

keen observation he soon discovered a dis

tinctive mark on most of the wheels, so that no

matter where they placed them he would know

them again . I n most cases the mark was so

m inute as to be quite unnoticed by an ordinary

observer
,
but Jaggers was gifted with a very

qu ick eye, and the sl ightest scratch or speck on

the paint was sufficient for him . Being then

able to follow each of his cylinders day after

day from table to table, he soon recogn ized his

old friends
,
and knew that certain numbers were

good to play on at certain tables . He soon
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regained the which the Bank had

won back from him .

The Administration were then in despai r.

They had known players win before
,
i t i s true

,

but they had never known a man win steadily,
regu larly, and consistently l ike Jaggers . I t was

a constant drain on their resources
,
and as others

were begi nning to follow him wherever he

staked his money, i t meant ultimate rui n unless

they
’

could put a stop to i t . So they sent a

representative to Pari s to consul t the head of

the firm who had manufactured the wheels .

Fortunately for M onte C arlo he was a man of

resource
,
and saw in a moment how he could

baffle
’

M r. Jaggers.

Heknew, l ike Jaggers, that i t was impossible

to make a Roulet te Wheel absolutely true
,
but

he saw at once how he could effectually prevent

a player from profiting by this knowledge
,
and

what he did was this. The irregular results, he

argued , arose from the part itions dividing the

numbers being slightly irregular : as long as

these partitions werefixed, i t was possible for a

minute observer to profit from the irregularity

but if you could make them so eas i ly movable

as to be able to change them without diffi

culty every evening, although the wheel would

sti l l remain untrue, i t would be quite impossible

for any player to profit from it, as the irregu
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larity would never be the Same two days

fol lowing .

He accordingly constructed a new set O f

wheels with movable part it ions, SO that the l i ttle

receptacle for the ball , which was O pposite Zero

one day
,
might be placed opposite N o . 5. the

next
,
and O pposi te N o . 2 2 the day after .

Against this
,
of course, Jaggers could %do

nothing
,
and having d iscovered that the game

was up
,
he finally left M onte C arlo the winner

of about

All thi s happened over twenty years ago
,
and

although it would probably be waste of time to

t ry the Jaggers system at M onte C arlo, where

they are ever on the look-out
,
I sti l l th ink it

wou ld be possible to bring o ff the ‘ coup ’ at

one o f the less frequented gambl ing resorts

where the Administration are not so wide

awake .

At one of the Belgian establishments the

writer found that the wheels were never moved

from table to table
,
and from an analysis of the

resu lts , acquired by marking the numbers at the'

same table two hours every day for a month, it

was apparent that certain numbers invariably

turned up oftener than others . As s omenumbers

were cont inual ly increasing their lead,
'

and others

daily fall ing more and more behind , i t was

evident that the cyl inders were never adj usted.
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attempting this sys tem
,
and he must, moreover,

keep a
‘

careful analys is of the table every day in
order to perceive at once if the Administration

have tampered cylinder during the

n ight.
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ALEM BERT SYSTEM

THI S system , which i s also commonly known

as the M ontant et descendant
,

’ i s one of the

o ldest and best known . I t i s also one of the

most seductive
,
and, i n my opin ion , one of the

most dangerous which the player can select .

I t i s especially al luring to the novice
,
who i s

ensnared by its apparent theoretical soundness
,

without realizing the serious risks he is running

in adopting i t.

The theory.o f the system is absolutely sound,
but unfortunately

,
although this i s undeniable

,
i t

i s of no pract ical value to the ord inary player
,

and i s sure to bring him to grief.

D
’

Alembert was a be l iever i n the Law of

Equilibrium,
and held that if you played at any

game of purely even chance, such,
as toss ing a

coin into the air
,
you could start from any given

m oment, and although Heads migh t turn up 5 ,
1 0 , or 2 0 times more than Tails, you had only
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got to go on long enough for the chances to

equalize themselves .

This was just as certain to occur
,
he argued

,

as if you took a pack of cards containing 2 6

Reds and 2 6 Blacks and dealt them out . In the

case of the cards the Reds and Blacks were sure

to be equal
,
at the end of each pack . In the

case of the tossing of a coin, the moment of

equil ibrium was undefinable, but was equal ly

certain to occur.
“This being so,

” said h e,
“ we can easily

devise a method of staking which wil l give the

player an advantage . Let him add one to h is%

stake after every loss
,
and deduct one from his

previous stake after every win . When the

equ ilibrium occurs, he is sure to be a winner ;
”

e. g. suppose he starts by losing five t imes con

secutively, he has lost 1 2 3 4 5

1 5 he then wins five times consecutively, and

establi shes the equi librium ; he has won
‘

6

5 4 3 2 2 0
,
showing a net gain of 5

But unfortunately there are two other s ides

to the picture, which d
’

Alembert being only a

theorist did not realize .

Suppose, for example, you start by winning
five t im es consecut ively : as you are not to

i ncrease unti l you have sustained a loss , you

will have won I I 1 I I
i

: 5 You
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then lose five times running and estab li sh the

equil ibrium ; you wil l have lost 1 2 3

4 5 1 5 , showinga net loss of 1 0 un its %

But there is another and much more serious

thing to be considered . D
’

Alembert says the

chances are bound to equalize
,
but admits that

the moment of the equi librium occurring i s

nndefinable. There is no reason , therefore, why

it should not occur for two or three days
,
or

even for two or three weeks
,
and what i s h is

disciple to do in the meanwhi le % Sit there

steadily decreasing and increasing
,
decreasing

and increasing, whi lst one chance goes slowly

but surely ahead of the other, and his stakes

mount higher and higher %

I f he had two or three friends to rel ieve him

at his task
,
and his stakes did not mount to the

M aximum
,
he would require the capital of the

Bank of England to stand it % And think of

the Zeros or Refaits that would be occurring al l

the time
,
adding to his already embarrassed

situation .

Therefore I am of the opinion that the

ordinary d’

Alembert
,
i f attempted without re

strictions or modifications
,
i s impracticable, not

withstanding the fact that its fundamental basi s

i s sound .
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S SYSTEM

N O TWI T HST AN D I NG the many shortcom ings

which led to M r. Wells’ s temporary retirement

into private l ife
,
his worst enemies could not

accuse h im of being a fool % He discovered

what he thought to be an extremely sound

system
,
and having done so, proceeded to play

i t wit/z ot/zerpeojfile
’

s money % What could have

beenmore inte l ligent % His only mistake was

being found out

H is idea was thi s . To work on the D ’

Alem

bert theory
,
which he recognized as sound

,
Only

with modifications and restrict ions . Wells con
sidered the play on an E ven Chance to be l ike

the swing of a pendulum f

S tarting from any given point (which would
be represented on the Plan by to play on

Red or Black, he saw that what usual ly hap

pened was that the pendulum did not, as a

rule, swing much outside certain limits—say I O

points in favour of either colour.
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1 O f course there were times when Red -would

go steadily ahead and get 1 0 , 2 0 , 30 , and even

40 points in front of Black, but in the majority

of cases the pendulum would keep vibrating

for some time between the points 1 0 R and 1 0 B

before i t ever exceeded this l imit .

81 ACK R5 2)

9 10
8

5 0 5
8

Wells ’ s idea, then, was to adopt the D
’
Alem

bert method of staking
,
but with this di fference

,

that he wou ld start with a stake of 1 0 units

instead O f 1 , and that if either his stake decreased

to 0 or i ncreased to 2 0
,
he would consider the

game as finished, and retire with his loss or win

as the ease might be .

In this way when he started
'

by winning,
instead of winning 1 1 I 1 , etc., he used

to 'win 1 0 9 8 7 6
, etc . , and if he

won ten ti‘mes in succession he used to come
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awaya winnero f ro 9 8 7 6 5 +

1 = 55 units .
And i f he won the fi rst few ‘ coups and then

kept on winning and losing alternately for a

short time before eventually descending to Zero,
he won considerably more than 55 un its , :for

every time there was a loss followed by awin, it

m eant a gain of an extra unit. Suppose the

game to have gone on as Shown in the fol lowing
Table

Res ults . Amounts Staked. Results.

Win Lo se

Win
Lo se

Win

Win
Win
Lose

Win
Win Win
Lo se

Win \Vin

Win Win
Win
Lose

If you add up the plus quantities they ,come

to 1 2 3, and the minus quanti ties to 55. T he

‘74
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people going to play the Wells System as de.

scribed above
,
each would have to take in 1 65

units ; but as they are a j oint-stock concern ,
they wil l only require a capital o f units

between them . N .B.
—Advantage N o . 1 . T he

possible loss is reduced from 1 65 to 1 1 0 units .

B starts to back the Black with a stake of 1 0 ,

and R starts to put the same amoun t on Red,
but as there is no earthly obj ect intheir opposing

one another, and having two stakes on the table

to run the risk of Zero, they compare notes as

to what they have got to play, and only s take

the difference.

C onsequently on the first ‘ coup ’ they do

not stake at al l. Supposing Red wins. R then

says to B,
“ My stake i s 9 on Red.

” B says to

R
,

“ M ine i s 1 1 on B lack .

” The stake placed

on the table would therefore be 2 on B lack .

Supposing Red wins again . R has to play 8

on Red and B 1 2 On Black ; the amount staked

would consequently be 4 on Black .

The second great advantage of being in

partnership now becomes apparent by only

staking the difference between the two amounts

which each Ought to play, much less money i s

exposed to the risk of Zero
,
and on a favourable

‘ tableau the profi ts are doubled .

For supposing at the second ‘ coup ’ Zero

appears ; i f the players were independent, R
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would have 8 units put in prison , and B 1 2 ,

whereas by being partners they have the

satisfaction of seeing only 4 units going into

The best way to proceed when Zero appears

is to divide the amount on the table with the

Bank and ignore the ‘ coup ’ altogether. This

i s the simplest mode of procedure i n playing

any system on an Even C hance, and I advise

the reader to adopt i t should he decide to try

one of the systems given in this book . In the

above case then R and B would accept a loss of

2 units and stake 4 on Black for the next
‘
coupf

If the pendulum swings gently to and fro
,

vibrating continually between 1 0 R and 1 0 B

without ever exceeding those l imits , as soon as

you find i t pointing to Zero after an hour or so

of play it i s time to stop your game. You wil l

find that your profits have amounted to about 1

unit for ' every coup played, less the percentage

paid out on the Zeros .
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PRAY let i t be distinctly unders tood that I do

not recommend any one to gamble . 0 1 1 the

contrary
,
I would strongly advise those Who

have not yet taken to i t to refrain .

The proportion of winners to losers in the

long run is aston ishingly small . Think of how

few people you know who could truthfully %say

that if al l the gambling transactions of their l i fe

were summed up the result would be a profit

I don ’ t bel ieve that on an average five per cent.

of the players come out to the good . C ertain ly

not more .

Large wins are made from time to t ime by

lucky coups
,
but the money nearly always

returns to the coffers of the Bank . As a lady

once witti ly remarked to me when I asked her

i f she had been winning , N she said ;
“ I find

that I never win, I only borrow from the Bank,
and a precious high rate of interest they make
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me pay as a rule % ” Gambling i s therefore

nearly sure to be unprofitable and in addition

to that , i t has a tendency to make some people

i rri table
,
nervous

,
and generally miserable . I t

i s, i n fact , very l ike opium-smoking ; there i s a

period of great exhi laration after a good win
,

only to be followed by a reaction of the deepest

depress ion after a loss .

Unfortunately
,
however, a large proportion of

the community have already taken to games of

chance , and it i s amongst these that I hope my

litt le book wil l circulate. I t can do them no

harm
,
and may perhaps save a few the loss of

considerable sums of money by prevail ing upon

them to introduce a l ittle method into their

The people who go into the Rooms and

throw their money down haphazard on the

table, without any pre-conceived plan of attack

or defence
,
are sure to lose in the end . They

may be large winners occasionally
,
but the Bank

i s sure to beat them in the long run . By having

a system you can at least defend your money ;
and if at any time you should have a run of

luck and accumulate a fair amount of winnings
,

you wil l make i t a more lengthy and difficul t
task for the Bank to get thei r money back.

The author knows of no system by which

with a moderate capital you can make winning
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a certainty, but there are many which render a

heavy loss very improbable
,
and allow the player

scope for a fair win i f he escapes bad luck.

The fol lowing system
,
i f strictly adhered to

,

should give the player plenty of fun for hi s

money, and wil l often land him with a balance

on the right side, even after
'

several weeks ’

play.

The best progress ion to employ i s 1
,
2
, 3, 6,

which means to say that you continue staking

one piece as long as you are winning
,
and

increase to two on the first loss . I f you lese

again
,
you increase to three, and after three

consecutive losses you stake six. The result of

this method of staking is, that if you win either

the first or second bet, you have won one piece—or unit of play—which you then put away
into a separate pocket

,
as a definite gain

,
quite

apart from your original capital .

I f you lose the first two bets
,
and win ei ther

the third or fourth , you have got your losses

back, and done no harm ; you are then in a

posi tion to re-commence staking one again . I t

i s evident, therefore, that in order to get any of

your money at all
,
the Bank has to wm four bets

consecutively .

O ur object, then , i s to t ry and make thi s

as d ifficult as possible for them . The system

must of course be played on an even chance ,
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but instead of simp ly playing it on the Red and

Black
,
Pair or Impai r

,
or C ouleur and Inverse

at Trente-et-Quarante, where an adverse run

of four may often be encountered, the author

recommends the fol lowing plan to be adopted .

You wait unti l one co lour appears
,
and then

commence playing fi rst for a sequence of colour
,

and then for a change of colour ; i n other words,
you play first for the run and then for the

intermittence. The result of this ingenious way

of staking i s that i t makes i t difficult for them

to beat you.

For i f there is a run on the colour, you win

every alternate bet
,
and consequent ly win one

unit every two coups . For example
,
if when

you go to the table Red appears
,
you first play

on the Red for the run
,
and then on the Black

for the intermittence . I f i t runs six times
,
the

stakes are as fol lows

(no stake)
(p lay 1 for the Run and Win)

Red (play 1 for the I ntermittence and Lo se)
Red (p lay 2 for the Run andWin)
Red (p lay 1 for the I ntermittence and Lo se)
Red'

(play 2 for the Run and Win)
T ota l resu lt o f three w ins and two lo sses A win

of three units .

If, however, the table i s intermittent i t sui ts

you j ust as well, and the stakes are as follows
8 1 G
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'

Red (no stake)
Black (p lay 1 for the Run and Lo se)

Red (play 2 for the I ntermittence and Win)
B lack (play I for the Run and Lose)

Red (play 2 for the I ntermittence andWin)
B lack (play 1 for the Run and Lose) I

Red (p lay 2 for the I ntermittence and Win)
You a lso w in every a lternate coup and can Show

as to tal resu lt three wins and three lo sses : A
w in o f three units .

I f the table gives you what is known as
‘ coup de deux ’

:

Red (no stake)
Red (play 1 for the Run and Win)
Black (p lay I for the I ntermittence and Win)
Black (play I for the Run and Win)

Red (play I for the I ntermittence and Win)
Red (p lay I for the Run and Win)
You w in every bet, and can show a resu lt of one
unit per coup.

I f the table gives you runs of three (
‘ coup

de trois

Red (no stake)
Red (play I fo r the Run and Win)
Red (p lay I for the I nterm ittence and Lose)
Black (p lay 2 for the Run and Lo se)
B lack (p lay 3 for the Intermittence and Lo se)
Black (p lay 6 for the Run and Win)

Red (play I for the I ntermittence and Win)
Red (p lay I for the Run and Win)
T he net resu l t i s that you w in three units for
seven coups p layed.

If the table gives you fi rst four Red and

then four Black (
‘ coup de quatre’

)the result
82



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/purchase


M o nte C a rlo Anec do tes

The result of this wi l l be that if theruns of two
continue

,
he wil l be on them in the right place

,

and will commence winning every coup. For

example

Red (no stake)
Black (p lay I fo r the Run and Lo se)
Black (p lay 2 for the I ntermittence and Lose)

Red (play 3 for the Run and Lo se)
Red (p lay 6 for the Intermittence and Lose)
Black (p lay I for I ntermittence (no t Run)and

Win)
B lack (play I for the Run and Win)

Red (play I for the I ntermittence and Win)
Red (p lay I for the Run and Win)

The three capital s should be kept i n one

pocket
,
and all winn ings stowed awayei ther in

another pocket
,
or in a smal l bag kept for the

purpose.

The player should leave the table i f at any

t ime he is a net winner of ten units . I f not, he

should continue unti l al l h i s three capitals are

exhausted, when as a ru le it wi ll be found that

he has at any rate a smal l balance to the good.

The three capitals wi ll usually afford him at

least an hour’s play.



T HE ITALIAN RAID O N T HE BANK

As I said before, Jaggers i s the only man to

my knowledge who won a large sum from the

Bank by fair means and kept it but there have

been several instances of the Bank being worsted

by swindlers, though not to any large extent .

The following was the cleveres t and most re

markab le swindle of recent years . I t was worked

by a party of four I talians, and took place abou t

twelve years ago.

They came to M onte C arlo and made the

acquaintance of one of the dealers at Trente-et

Quarante. Having ascertained from him that

he was allowed to have s ix packs of the C asino

cards at his house to enable him to practi se

dealing, they took him into their confidence
,

and offered h im francs to assis t them

i n the swindle. He yielded to the temptation
,

although i t meant almost certain d iscovery for

himself i n any event .

He furnished them with sufficient cards to
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m ake up seven coups ,
’ which they arranged and

returned to him . The next day
,
when it came

to h is turn to deal, he was to sl ip the prepared

cards out of his pocket on to the top of the

ordinary packs . If he succeeded he was to give

them a pre-arranged signal, and the I talians were

then to commence staking.

Their plans to assis t the dealer i n his del icate

and dangerous task succeeded admirably.

% O ne

of the gang stood behind the ‘ Chef de Partie ’

on one side of the table and asked for change

for a 5o o
-franc note i n gold . He dropped a

handful of the louis on to the floor as they were

being passed to him . This caused a commo

tion on his side of the table . M eanwhile
,
one

of the gang sit ting on the opposite side cal led

for some drinking-water , and as the waiter was

bringing the tray wi th two or three glasses on

i t
,
another of the gang, as if by accident , upset

the whole contents of the tray over a lady playing

at the table ; she, of course, commenced to

make a tremendous fuss, and to abuse the

waiter for his clumsiness. I n this way the atten

tion of both the c/zey
‘
s was diverted , and the

dealer was enabled to slip ou t the prepared

cards quite unobserved
,
and arrange them at

the top of the six packs .

H aving rece ived the signal from th e dealer

that everyth ing was al l right, one of the
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Another attempt at cheating i s reported to

have taken place many years ago, before such

elaborate precautions were taken by the Admin
istration to guard against fraud.

A man is supposed to have succeeded in

hiding himself under one of the tables , when

the Rooms were closed for the night, and wi th

a pair of pincers tightened al l the Black com

partments on one of the Roulette Wheels .

Having done this he was clever enough to get

out of the window unobserved by the n ight

watchmen.

N ext day he went i n and won a good sum

by playing on the Red. But, by being too

greedy he over-reached himself 3 for, not being

satisfied with his first day ’s haul, he determined

to return the following day and double his

winnings .

But , unfortunately for him , the
‘ C hef de

Partie had noticed the irregulari ty of the wheel
,

and had it tested at the close of play, and the

trick was soon discovered .

Feeling sure that the swindler would continue

the campaign on the following day
,
they resolved

to catch bim
'

i n his own trap by pinch ing the

Red compartments and opening the Black

ones .

Their plan succeeded admirably, and as our

friend
,
who had been playing low Stakes on the
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first day for want of capital, was now playing

i n 1 0 0 0 -franc notes
,
they very soon cleaned

him out
,
and won all their money back.

Up till about twenty years ago
,
the Admin

istration used often to pay stakes of 50 0 francs

and 1 0 0 0 francs
,
in what were cal led rouleaux

d ’or . ’ They consisted of packets of 2 5 and 50

louis neatly rol led up in paper and sealed by

the C asi no .

When a punter placed a rouleau on the table

the croupiers used to call out ‘ tout va au

rouleau
,

’ in the same way that they now call
‘ tout va au billet .’

A clever Frenchman saw his way to take

advantage of this custom . He went to the

T rente-et-Quarante table one day and put one
‘ rouleau on to Red and another on to C ouleur.

Red won , but C ouleur lost. Just as they were

going to rake his ‘ rouleau o ff C ouleur, he sub

sti tuted a 1 0 0 0 -franc note for i t
,
pretending

that i t was a lucky one
,
which he wished to

keep. The croupiers of course made no objec

t ion . The same thing happened the next day,
when he played the same stakes C ouleur won ,
but Red lost , and again he gave them a note

and took his ‘ rouleau back.

O n the third day both Red and C ouleur won ,
and then he pol i tely asked them to open the

rouleaux and pay him two M aximums l
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“ M ais , M onsieur they began . P-ar

don %” he interrupted, when the rouleaux were

placed on the table you said
,

‘ tout Va aux

rouleaux
,

’ which means that the contents of the

rouleaux ’ were accepted as a stake, provided the

M aximum was not exceeded . I hold you to

your declaration . O pen them ; you wil l find

just francs i n each

So the ‘ rouleaux ’ were duly opened , and

there sure enough
,
neatly rol led round

,
i ns ide

a brass tube
,
were found twelve 1 0 0 0 -franc notes

in each '

The Bank tried to argue the point , saying

that they only accepted gold i n rouleaux ,
’ and

not notes
,
but our friend soon di sposed of thi s

by saying
,

“ In that case you shou ld have

said
,

‘ tout va (1 [
’
0r aux rouleaux,

’ but you

didn ’t : you accepted the contents of the
‘ rou leaux ’ as a bet , and I insis t upon

%

being

paid .

”

Well
,
of course i t was a clear case of swind

l ing, but the Bank was obliged to pay but

after that they took our friend ’s advice to heart

and always said,
‘ tout va a f or an rouleau .

’

But i t was
,

so very easy to forge the seal s of

the C asino, that many
‘ rouleaux ’ were found to

contain fa lse lou is made of lead, so after a
'few

such unpleasan t di scoveries the rouleaux were

eventual ly abol ished altogether.
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What m akes me think this, i s the extraordin

ary success with which a certai n Scotch gentle

man played the Labby in the summer of 1 90 0

at O stend . Thi s gentleman was general ly

bel ieved to have won about £ 2 0 0 per day for

over six weeks
,
and on one occasion I saw him

,

after starting from a stake of only 2 louis
,

encounter such an adverse table that after a

tussle of four or five hours he was staking 2 50 to

2 70 loui s at a coup,
’ and was more than 2 50 0

louis out of pocket. N otwithstanding this, he

stuck most gamely to hi s work
,
and finished up

by fairly beating the Bank, and bringing h imself

ou t a winner after about seven hours ’ play. This

gentleman used invariably to take in a capital

of 50 0 0 louis, and when run into d ifficult ies by

a continuance of bad luck , he was the coolest

hand at System playing that ever I saw . H is

nerve and presence of mind, at a critical moment,
were extraordinary, and the rap idity wi th which

he made his calculations and prepared his

stakes was qui te wonderful .

When a man of this calibre takes a Labby

in hand
,
and is content with a small percentage

per day on a very large capital , he becomes a

dangerous O pponent for the Bank, and may

easi ly win about 5 0 louis a day, and continue

to do so for some weeks .

But if any one thinks of playing i t seriously, I
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would recommend them to be content with a

very ‘small win
,
and to play on the improved

method which I am about to describe.

The idea of the ordinary ‘ Labby ’ i s to set

yourself the task of winning a certain sum
,
and

to so arrange your stakes , that whenever you score

a win i t wil l wipe out two previous losses . The

usual method is to wri te down
,
say,

‘I ’

4

3
“on your s

‘

core-sheet, and always stake the sum

total of the top and bottom figures added

together
,
writ ing down the losses that occur at

the bottom of the column
,
and striking out al l

wins .

For example, i n the above case you stake I

3
=
4, and suppose you lose, you then write

down the 4 at the bottom of the column
,
and

yournext stake will be I 4 5 . Suppose you

win
,
you strike out the I and the 4 and your

score-sheet appears thus

\r

2

3

>4

Your next stake would then be 2 3 5 . I f

you lose
,
you write i t underneath the cancelled
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4 , and your .next stake would

Suppose you lose thi s , your next

2 7 9 .

If you win
,
after eras ing the 2

score—sheet appears thus
1

r,

3

>4

5
‘
51

Your next stake would be 8
,
and in the event

of a win
,
your fi rs t task would be finished . You

are a winner of 6 units
,
and you have to start

afresh with

to win another six .

This is the way that most people play the

Labby,
’ often starting with the idea that

'

they

are quite safe wi th a capital
'

o f 1 0 0 0 or even

50 0 un its. But such is not the case . I f you

happen to come across an unfavourable ‘
tab

leau
,

’ your stakes mount up very quick ly
,
and

you wil l soon find yourself in serious difficu lties .

The gentleman at O stend to whom I .have

referred used to commence wi th
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N ow under my improved method I should

commence with

instead of 2

3

and open ten different scores
,
playing on each

one in turn . My score-sheet would then appear

as follows

I I ‘
1

\
I I I \

I I I

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

\I I I \
I I I I \

I I I

2 2 a 2 2 2 2 I st ten coups

2 3 3 3 3 2 zud ten '

coups

The difference in the two methods becomes

at once apparent . In the first case .we have

got to stake 34 units, and in the even t of a win

i t will have to be followed by 30 , and then 2 6
,

and if any of these three coups are lost
,
the

stakes wi l l mount much higher.

N ow,
under the slower and safer method, we

have started badly i t i s true
,
but up to the

present the largest stake we are threatened

with is only 4 units, the reason being that the

bad luck has been spread over a number of ,

columns instead of al l being added to one

sol itary one.

After this bad beginn ing, let u s assume that

the luck remains about normal for the next 5 0
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or 60 ‘ coups
,

’
t
%

. e. the p layer and the Bank

each win about 30 bets .
The res

‘

ult .o f this wi l l probablybe that about

7 out of your 1 0 original scores will have been

enti rely obl iterated, leaving, say, 3 remain ing.

T hese three wi l l then have something l ike the

scores open
,
i f we come

Suddenly on another run of bad luck
,
such as

at the commencement of the game
,
we shal l

very soon find ourselves forced into big figures .

I t wil l therefore be more prudent to spl i t up

our 3 remaining scores in to six co lumns , and

have a little more pat ience .

We can spl it each colum n in to two in the

2md.
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N ow continue playing on each in turn as

before. After about 30 coups of varying l-uek,
probably 5 out of these columns will have been

obliterated
,
leaving only one

,
which wi l l look

something l ike th is

O
O
p
O

O
M
b

N

N

N
A

T o tal O utstanding 2 0

We have reduced our amount outs tanding

from 32 to 2 0 , but the one remaining column i s

beginning to look dangerous. Prudence there

fore dictates that we should again have recourse

to the spl itting process .

I t now ought to be quite safe to spl it our

outstanding amount into 4 columns instead of

six. We shou ld do so in the following manner

I I I I

2 2 2

2 2 2

And unless we suddenly come across a run o f

bad luck we may soon hO pe to wipe al l the

figures out . Possibly three of the co lumns may

disappear at once , leaving only one which again

assumes threaten ing proportions . In this case
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S ’ SYST EM

A FEW years ago some friends of mine were

comparing notes in the smoking-room of a

M onte C arlo hotel, on the results of the season
’s

play.

I t was in the month of Apri l : most of them

were fiabz
’

tués, and had been over three months

in the hotel
,
and they found that not one of

them had won . O ne man had lost £ 2 0 0
,

another £ 50 0 , and some even more . They

came to the conclus ion that i t was almost

imposs ible to win i f you stayed a long time in

the place.

S i tt ing in a corner of the room drink ing his

coffee was another elderly Engli shman . He

was of a shy, retiring nature , and did not as a

rule j oin in the general conversation . He had

the reputation of being in M onte C arlo under

doctor’s orders, and although he had been seen

occasionally putting on a few five-franc pieces at

the Roulette Table
,
no one in the hotel con
1 0 0
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sidered him anything of a gambler, but regarded

him as the sort of person who might possibly

win or lose £ 50 during the season , playing for

the s ake of amusement .

A fter the others had gone to the C asino, one

of my friends
,
who remained behind

,
thought he

would sound the unsociable one as to h is

opinions on the all-absorbing topic.
“ Well , M r. So-and-So ,

” said he
,
I suppose

you are inc l ined to agree with us
,
that the Bank

has al l the best o f it % ”

O h , I
’ve no doubt i t does

,

” he repl ied ,
“ in

the majori ty of cases
,
but i t has not been so in

mine .

”

“ Why
,
do you mean to say that you can

win %
” asked my friend .

I mean to say that for the las t six years I

have made from £ 50 0 to £ 80 0 every season ,
”

he repl ied
,

“ and I don ’t consider that at al l

bad .

”

I should think not
,

” said my friend .

“When you come to consider that al l of us, who

were in the room just now, think nothing of

putting down 5 or 1 0 louis at a ‘ coup,
’ and

invariably lose in the long run , and yet you, who

never seem to play more than a fewfive-fran c
pieces

,
are making a regular income—why it ’s

simply astounding l

O h, I take no credit for it
'

myself,
” said the
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other, I j us t play a little system that was shown

me by a friend years ago, and i t seems pretty
sound , so I stick to it The man who invented

it was one of the most bri l liant mathematicians

of his day, so I have christened i t ‘ The

Wrangler’ s System .

’

Well
,
of course my friend did not rest unti l

he knew al l about such a wonderfully successful

system
,
and as he has kindly shown i t to me

,
I

can now give the public a chance .

The man who played i t with such success used

to come to M onte C arlo with £ 40 0 . This he

divided up into two capitals of 5 0 0 0 francs

each . I f he doubled the first one
,
he used to

put hi s own money away and play ent irely with

that of the Bank . I f he lost his first capital
,

he used to fall back upon the second one.

His unit was a five-franc piece consequently

he always had 1 0 0 0 units in hi s pocket to fight

the Bank with . He had plenty of t ime—four
or five months—in which to operate, and was
therefore never in a hurry.

“ Li ttle fish are

sweet
,

” said he ;
“ i f they let me have 5 or 1 0

loui s a day I am quite satisfied .

”

The system was perfectly s imple, being a

mixture of the ordinary M artingale combined

with a sort of improved ‘ Labby,
’ but the

method of staking was i ngenious and well

adapted to the Progression be employed .
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wi thout any trouble . I t wi l l be seen that, the

following tables suited him equal ly well

T ABLES O N WH ICH YO U C O ULD N O T LO SE

The only thing that defeated him was

several coups de deux coming consecutively,
or two coming after a run 3 for example, on .

‘

this

7
0

7
3

he loses four t imes in succ ession.
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I f the ‘
coups de deux

’ do not follow one

another on the card
,
i t does not matter, and he

Sti l l continues to win I
‘ coup in every

O n th is card, although
‘ coups de deux

,

’ he

never lose four times
'

in succes

sion.

R
J

New in the event of hi s losing four t imes con

secutively hi s total loss amounted to I 5 units .

This he used to wri te down on his score

sheet in the following m anner

and endeavour to wipe i t out with an

ordinary Labouchere method o f

staking (see page

I f he found that his figures were becoming

too large and he had already lost about 5 0

units
,
he then used to cry a

‘ halt,
’ and spli t

1 0 5
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up his one big ‘ Labby ’ i nto two 0r three

small ones, and continue staking on the same

system unti l he saw dayl ight .

After gett ing into deep water and coming out

wi thout loss, he would alw

struggle for that day
,
and be

capital was intact. O f course if he '

subceeded

i n doubl ing his first capital
,
and was playi ng

entirely with the Bank’s m

a less cautious game than he would
was at stake.

1 06
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tune st il l runn ing in hi s head , he heard
‘ Trente-deux, Rouge , Pair et Passe

’ sung out

from the table on his right. An i nstant after
‘ Trente-deux, Rouge, Pair et Passe ’ was re

echoed from the table on his left . Then he

suddenly remembered that the number o f the

hymn was also 3 2 . He felt hurriedly i n his

pocket
,
and found just forty-five francs , so going

to the third table, he announced, Trente-deux

en plein
,
les quatre chevaux , et quatre carrés

par cinq francs,
’ and up rolled the number at

the first at tempt.

To make a long story short, by m ovi ng from

table to tab le, back ing 32 with gradually in

creasing stakes
,
he left the Rooms at lunch

time the winner o f over £ 50 0 .

During the week
,
having related h is experi

ences to one or two friends, the story went the
round of M onte C arlo, and about fifty people

came to the conclusion that to attend Sunday
M orn ing Service , and back the number of the
hymn

,
was from all accounts as good a system

as any they
'knew.

T he following Sunday the church was li ter

al ly packed,
‘

and as nearly every one sl ipped a

louis in to the bag for luck, the ofler
‘

tory was

the largest on record . The announcement of

the last hymn was awaitedwith breathlessexcite

ment
,
and then there was a rush for the door.

1 0 8
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The story goes that the system was again

successful , i n the majority of cases, and most

of the p layers
,
including his Lordship

,
went

back to lunch with a ba lance on the right side.

But the non-gambling members of the congre

gation V
'

Vere so shocked and scandal i zed at the

behaviour of the other half, that the parson

made i t a fixed ru le
,
from that day, that no

uld ever be selected

T hemoral of this is, when you have discovered

1 09



‘ HOW T O BREAK T HE BAN K

AT FLAT STAKES ’

T o : i nven t a system by which you Can win

more bets than the Bank on an even chance , at

first sight seems impossible . In fact i t does

not look as if the player could even hope to win

as many bets as the Bank in the long run
,
seeing

that Zero i s due to come up once in every 37
spins of the wheel

,
and this means the loss of

half hi s stake, no matter on which side of the

table i t may be placed .

“The writer does not claim to be the original

discoverer of the following ingen ious method of

staking, by which i t seems that the Bank wi l l

be placed at a disadvantage. He bel ieves ,
however, that the secret i s known to few, and

that i t wi ll doubtless be a surprise to many old

gamblers to learn that i t i s poss ible (on paper)
not only to win more bets than the Bank on

an even chance, but to win so many more as
1 1 0
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the sequences and in termit tences wi ll always

balance one another . T his being so, i t follows

that for every ‘ coup ’ of sequence there
‘

must

eventual ly be a coup of intermittence to coun.

terbalance i t. In every 1 0 0 0 coups then there

wil l be on the average 50 0 sequences and 50 0

intermittences. But the 5 0 0 sequences are

made up of runs , on one or the other co lour, of

different lengths .
“ I t wi ll be found that i n every 1 0 0 0

‘ coups

the results on the average wi ll be as follows

T her-e wil l be about 2 5o coups o f one 2 50

1 26 runs o f two 2 52

63 three 2 1 89
32 four 1 28

1 6 five 80

8 six

4 seven
2

I ’ 1 1 1

I f the player were to back the in termit tence

(i n other words, always play for a change of

colour), and stake every
‘ coup

,

’ he would on

the average win and lose 50 0 bets. But i f he

backs the intermittence , and stops playing after

two consecutive losses
,
and only continues

when an intermittence reappears, he
’

avoids a l l

the losses he would, otherwise make over the

long runs o f colo
‘

u
‘

r .
“ I t is true that in staking in this manner be

1 1 2



Fla t S t ak es

alsom i sses a certain number of wins
,
but the

advantage will sti l l remain on his side .

Forexample, on a run of four Reds , suppose

Black

Red

Red

Red

Red

Black

If he played every coup ’ he would lose three

bet s consecutively, but i f he stops playing after

two Iosses, he saves the last loss of the run . It

i s t rue that he does not secure the win he would

otherwise get when the run breaks, and he i s

therefore no better off than if he had played

every ‘ coup.

’ But on every run of over four he

gains. a distinct advantage. For on a run of

five he saves two losses and misses only one

win
,

‘

whilst on a run of s ix he saves three losses

and misses one win—in other words scores a
net gain of two points .

“ This being so
,
i n every 1 0 0 0

‘ coups ’ he

niakes
‘

a net gai n of

1 pom t over 1 6 runs of five 1 6

2 po ints 8 runs o f six 1 6

3 po ints 4 runs of seven 1 2

4 po ints 2 runs of eigh t 8

5 po ints I run o f nine 5

57

1 1 3
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N ow in every 1 0 0 0
‘ coups ’ Zero is due to

appear 2 7 t imes . O n each of these occasions

he loses half hi s stake, or a net loss of 1 3%
points , which leaves him with a net gain on

every 1 0 0 0
‘ coups o f

57
Less

43-50

If these figures hold good in actual play (and
I see no reason to doubt it), i t means that a
player can go to the tables and back the I nter

m ittence with the same stake every ‘
coup,

’

stopping after every two consecutive losses
,
and

commencing again as soon as an i ntermittence

appears
,
and that he wi l l on the average win 4 32}

stakes for every thousand ‘ coups ’ played
,
after

making due al lowance for the disadvantage of

Zero.

“To have converted the ordinary percentage

in favour of the Bank (which on an even chance
i s about 1 3

1
,
per cent.)i nto a percentage of about

4% per cent. i n favour of the player is already
something ach ieved

,
but the author sees no

reason why this advantage should not be more

than doubled .

H is scheme consist s 1n setting two people to

work
,
to play on thi s idea, on both sides of the

table.
1 1 4
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for not half as many stakes would be placed

upon the table.

T he profits should be I 1 4
Less loss from % ero , about 6

N et profit 1 0 8

or an advantage to the player of nearly 1 1 per

cent . %

This was the system which a friend of mine

once bought in a shop at N ice label led

T /zeD iscovery of theAge
H ow to deal theBank at Flat S takes .

”

Price 2 0 Francs .

Well , he took it home and thought his fortune

was made . An advantage of 1 1 per cent . at

flat s takes seemed too good to be true, but he

could not see
'

any flaw in the reasoning. O f

course
,
i f you avoided all the long runs against

you on both sides of the table, i t must give you

an enormous advantage

He showed it to one or two friends, and they

agreed to make up a capital of francs,
and play i t in thousand-franc notes . They all

had visions of the C asino either closing its

doors
,
or sending a representative to them to

inquire what amount they would accept to stop

playing and leave the Principali ty l

The first day’s result was a little di sappointing
-a loss of 40 0 0 francs. However

,
as they had

1 1 6
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only played about 30 0
‘ coups

,

’ they came to the

conclusion that i t was not a fair test. N ext

day they played another 30 0
‘ coups ’ and lost

30 0 0 francs ; st il l they thought i t must work

out in time. When , however, they lost 30 0 0

francs on the third day, they were in despair.

Fortunately one of them showed me the

pamphlet that evening, and thinking it over in

bed next morning, I hi t upon the weak spot.

The author took credi t for al l losses saved

on the runs of five and over : he a l lowed for

the wins he missed on the runs of four
, but

what about the runs of three % O n every run

of three , by stopping after two consecutive

losses he missed a win for which he had made

no allowance . As there were 63 runs of three

on each s ide of the table, there were 1 2 6 wins

missed , and thi s had to be deducted from hi s

supposed profi t, leaving h im wi th an actual loss

of 1 8 stakes per 1 0 0 0 ‘ coups ’ 1

All th ings considered, i t was not very aston

ishing that my friends had lost ten stakes in

three days ’ play . They were lucky not to have

The author cites this rather long example to

show how fal lacious most of the so-called

infal lible systems are . I t i s one of the common

est errors to suppose that the player obtains any

advantage by stopping after so many losses
,

1 1 7
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unti l his colour reappears . As a general rule i t

comes to exactly the same thing in the long

run, whether he stops occasionally or plays

every coup ’

3 and in this particular instance i t

looks as i f the resul t of the occasional breaks

was a slight d isadvan tage to the player.

The inventors of these elaborate systems

generally fail to observe some very simple flaw
,

such as the above
,
and this reminds me of an

amusing l i ttle conversation in M . Lim ouzin
’

s

Guide. I t i s supposed to take place in the

hal l of the C asino

Fueetious Unoelz
'

euer in Systems to Serious

S tudent of C/umees . Well
,
do you think you

have discovered anything %

Serious S tudent. “ Yes, I have discovered

that coups of four occur oftener than ‘ coups

of five
,
and ‘ coups ’ of three much oftener

than ‘ coups ’ of four. ”

Facetious Urzoeliezier. Anything el se % ”

Serious S tuderzt. Yes. I find that ‘ cou 'ps

of one occur nearly twice as often as ‘ coups

of two .

”

Facetious Oue. Yes. But there ’s one
‘ coup ’ you’ve forgotten which occurs oftener

than any of them .

”

Serious 0 72e. What is that % ”

Facetious O ne (triumphantly).
“ The ‘ coup

de rateau l ’ (the croupier
’ s rake).

1 1 8
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notice at first . And this reminds me of an

amusing conversation I heard last year at the

tables at O stend.

Two lad ies of a certain age, who had just

arrived from England , and had evidently not

much experience of the game, were having

thei r first flutter at Roulette. Said one to the

other : “ I see you always play on Red.

” “ O f

course
,

” she replied
,
s ink ing her voice almost to

a whisper for fear the croupier should hear ;
“ don’ t you know that you get an extra number

on the Red side % ”
N said the first,

“ how

do you make that out % ” “ Why
,

” said the

other,
“ number 1 i s Red

,
and number 36 i s

Red, so of course you get an extra number i n

your favour on the Red s ide “How clever

of you to discover it,
” said number one, and

down went her stakes on the Red. I suppose

she did not wan t the croupier to hear of her

great discovery
,
for fear they might alter the

arrangement of the colours and so defeat her

imaginary advantage on the Red side % I d id

not point out to her
,
that 1 0 and 1 1 were both

Black, and so were 2 8 and 2 9 , and as the only

two red numbers fol lowing one another were 1 8

and 1 9 , this made up for the first and last

numbers both being Red. I t would have been

a pity to have dispelled her i l lusion
,
especially

as she seemed to be winning.
1 2 0
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’
S y s tem

Probably you have never noticed that whereas

in theFi rst Dozen there are five numbers Red

and Impair
,
in the M iddle Dozen there are only

three
,
and in the Last Dozen only two. I t i s

the same with Black and Pair : i n the Fi rst

Dozen there are five of them , i n the middle

three
,
and in the last only two. With thi s

knowledge we can frame an amusing l ittle

system .

If you fancy the Red side of the table you

put one piece on Red, one piece on Impair,
one on the First Dozen , and one on either the

Transversale 1 9 to 2 4, or 2 2 to 2 7. The result

of thi s wi ll be that the worst that can happen to

you is a loss of four pieces
,
and this can only

occur when one of two numbers appears .

O n the other hand, i f one of the Red numbers

of your Transversale appears , you can win six

pieces, and as there are three of them ,
you may

reasonably h0 pe to win six pieces once in every

twelve spins, whereas . you ought not to lose al l

four of your pieces more than once in eighteen

Spins.

This system can be played with a capital of

twenty pieces
,
but I think the player should

move from table to table as soon as he i s a

winner of ten pieces at any one of them .

I f the player prefers Black and Pair, the

stakes on the First Dozen and Transversale
1 2 1
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are the same
,
and the results wi ll be precisely

s imi lar . There will be three numbers on which
he can win six pieces

,
and only two on which

he can,lose as much as four.

Perhaps I ought to point ou t that mathemati

cal ly speaking this system is not to be recom

mended, ou the principle that the mo re numbers

you cover, the bigger the. advantage you al low

the Bank to have over you . I f you stake in

the manner described above, their a dvantage

wi ll be about eight per whereas if you

were content to stick to the even chances i t

would only be about one and one-third per

cent .

In spite of thl s
,
however, the system is

amusing
,
and should bring you to very l i ttle

harm , unless you have exceptionally bad luck.

1 2 2



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/purchase


M o nte C a rlo Anec do tes

th i s
,
but s tarted with the same capital of

60 0 0 francs every day
,
and left off a winner of

about £ 50 0 0 .

Unti l you get used to the marking and seor

ing, you had better have two assi stants, and s i t

O pposite the C hances, Red, Impair, and M anque .

Each man wil l take a th ird of the capital
,
viz . 4

units, and play on the chance opposite to him

with the following rules - v

1 . A lways play for the intermittence or change

of co lour, and cease staking after one loss, unti l

another in termittence occurs. Then play again

for the intermittence
,
and continu e as long as

you win , but always stop after the firs t loss unti l

another in termittence occurs .

I n thi s way you look on without playing

whenever a run occurs , and only recommence

when it breaks.

2 . A lways stake the same amount
,
viz. 1 unit .

3. K eep a record of your net results from the

commencement, and st0 p playing on any one

chance as soon as you have won 4 units on i t .

4. After your score has reached 4, you

continue marking the game, but without real ly

s taking. I f at any time your imaginary score

has descended from 4 to 0
, you wil l then re

commence playing in reali ty
,
fol lowing exactly

the same rules as before .

All three players will remain at the table
, and

1 24
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’
S ys tem

‘

continue playing, subj ect to these rules, unti l the

pet reSult of the three different games added to

amounts to double the capital you started

fol lowing Tables will clearly show how

played, but the numbers shown here

favourable to the system , and it

expected that such a fortunate

be usual ly encountered . Some

,
take the players five or six hours to

at the desired resul t .
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B
L
A
C
K
.

I I

3 1

2 9

I 3

28

24

33
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E
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I 9
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2 3
1 2
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A
M
O
U
N
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S
T
A
K
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R
E
S

U
L
T

Lo se
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Win
Win
Win
Lose
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Win
Win
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Lo se
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T ABLE O F T HE PLAY O N ‘ PASSE
’

AND ‘ MANQUE .

’

g
:53

N o stake.

Win
Win
Win

Win

nil

nil

nil All theseareum

1 0

I 1

1 28
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T he Barom eter S ys t em

The player on Passe and M anque will have

a very dull period after winn ing his 4 units, for he

will have to look on al l the time without playing
,

seeing his imaginary wins mounting up continu

ally. The idea o f stopping after winning 4 units

i s based on the theory of equilibrium . To have

arrived at the result o f 4 the table must have

favoured you
,
therefore i t will be prudent to let

the pendulum swing back to 0 (see page 73)
before recommencing to stake.

After a certain amount of practice, you will be

able to
.

dispense with your two assistants, and

play on all three Chances by yourself, but i t

requires a clear head
,
and plenty of nerve and

N .B.
—O f course if at any time one O f the

three players runs down to the score O f 4, he

must borrow more capital from the man who

has the most. They are partners in the 1 2 units,
and must play to double them or lose everything.

The following ‘ résumé
’

O f the game wi ll

show how the score should be kept by one

person

1 29 K



M o nte C a rlo Anec do tes

SUMMARY O F

CHAN CE S .

R . SC O RE .

+ 1



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/purchase


M o nt e C arlo Anec do t es

Some punters are, however , much more lucky

than others. A friend of mine once made the

acquaintance of a foreigner in the Reading-room

O f the C asino at M onte C arlo, who informed

him that he had m ade 50 louis a day for three

months on the small M art ingale System .

He did not s imply play it on Black or Red,
but used to write down eleven imaginary “coups

on a card, everymorning, as he was dress ing .

He would then go to the C asino and play

against the Bank , reproducing at the table the

exact pattern he had thought O f. For example

N

N

R

R

R

R

R

R

I f he won fifty loui s before the Bank repro

duced h is part icular combination , he used to

come away satisfied . Every day he would

invent a fresh pattern .

M y friend thought the idea was so good, that

he took in 1 0 0 0 loui s and tried it h imself. He

was defeated at the very fi rst attempt ‘

%

I also remember another wel l-known Engl ish

man and his wife who played the little M artin
1 32
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gale successfully for two years following . They

brought down £ 1 0 0 0 as capital , and each year

went back with £ 1 0 0 0 to the good .

But the third year they tried it
,
everything

went wrong. The Bank laid hands on their

first capital of £ 1 0 0 0 before they had been

three days in the place. They then sen t home

for a second £ 1 0 0 0
,
and a very remarkable

thing happened .

They decided to take in the second £ 1 0 0 0
,

and start to play on the Red, at a certain

Trente—et-Quarante Table, as soon as the game
commenced the following morning. The gentle

man ’s wife, who was in deep mourning, cut the

cards
,
and the deal began with a run O f thirteen

on Black
,
by which of course her husband was

promptly defeated on his first ten stakes .

But the curious thing was that another

Englishman I knew, who was generally a very

moderate gambler
,
had such an extraordinari ly

vivid dream the n ight before, that he made up his

mind to have a big gamble on the strength O f i t .

He actually dreamt that he saw a lady dressed

al l in black cut the cards for the first deal at the

table in question
,
and that there was imme

diately an extraordinary run on Black , the exact

number O f which he could not ascertain . He

resolved
,
however

,
to take i n francs , and

leave i t on the Black ten times .
I 33
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He drew the money from the Bank and took

i t in
,
but at the crit ical moment Ibis

‘

nerve

failed h im
,
and although he mustered up

the first ‘ coup
,

’ as soon as he had doubled

his money he took it al l O ff, and looked on for

the rest O f the deal.

original in tention he would

£ 40 0 0 1
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T HE ‘ DECAVE’

S
’
SYSTEM

TH I S system is so cal led because i t i s usually

adopted by a man who i s ‘ décavé,
’ which

means ‘ cleaned out ’ or ‘
S tony It has

one good point—it requires no capital.
All that i s necessary to O btain success i s a

good dress-su it , a respectable appearance, and

plenty of assurance. The dress-su it had better

be hired for the even ing
,
as in the event of any

unpleasantness i t may come in for some rather

rough treatment .

If you can find an accomplice O f an equally

good appearance as yourself, so much the

better 3 the profits wil l be less, but he may be

useful in an emergency. The following i s the

mode of procedure

You stroll round the Rooms unti l you see a

lunatic covering the Roulette Table with pieces .

At the crowded season of the year such players

are fairly common. They never put on less

than about 30 pieces every spin of the Wheel,
1 36
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and cannot possibly remember where each piece

is placed .

They commence by covering al l the numbers

from 1 to 1 5 , and then suddenly get an inspir

ation for the last dozen , and make a dash to

put on about ten more pieces j ust as the

ball i s about to land . Whilst they are SO

occupied , you have been standing near the

Chef de Partie watching your O pportunity.

N ow i s your chance. You take up a rake
,
and

as if suddenly changing your mind, quickly move

a piece which was ‘a cheval 8- 1 1 on to

either 5 or 1 4
‘ en plein .

’ It i s a thousand to

one against any one noticing i t . If they do
,
you

are O f course very sorry, and apologize for

having made a mistake 3 you had several pieces

on the table, and thought this was one of yours .

I t i s, however, very long O dds against any one

suspecting there is anything wrong.

You wait ti l l the number is announced
,
and i f

5 or 1 4 come out you claim the money, which

O f course no one will dispute. I f neither 5 , 8,
1 1 , nor 1 4 appear , no one wil l be any the wiser

that you stood to win 35 pieces to nothing, and

you wil l then remain at the table to repeat the

O peration when another O pportunity occurs .

I f however either 8 or 1 1 come out, you

shrug your shoulders and walk away as i f you

had lost your money . The person who staked
I 37
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on 8—1 1 ‘ 21 cheval ’ wil l claim to be paid , and
will be informed that there was no money there .

He wil l probably think he made a mistake, and

Omitted to place h is money where he had
i ntended .

I f he makes a row, you and your friend wil l

be at the other end of the ‘ Salle
’ before i t

begins
,
and will therefore hear nothing of it .

Another victim must then be selected, and the

O peration repeated unti l your efforts are crowned

with success . A most immaculately dressed

foreigner made a good haul at thi s game in

Belgium last summer.

The same tri ck was also played most success

ful ly a few years ago at one of the C lubs i n

N ice . The game was éearté, at wh ich all the

bystanders were accustomed to bet.

Suppose the players were A and B , p erhaps

ten or fi fteen members would back A and put

2 0 0 lou is on him , whilst another ten or fi fteen

members would back B and put, say , 2 2 0 loui s

on his side . I t was however absolutely neces

sary for the stakes on each side O f the table to

balance one another. If they d idn ’t, ei ther one

of B ’

s backers had to withdraw 2 0 10 uis , or A
bad to find a backer for 2 0 loui s more

,
or some

one who had ten louis on B had to move them

over to A ’

s side O f the table .

There was a certain elderly Engl i shman of
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evidently been a mistake somewhere, but no
one could say how i t had ari sen . At any rate

“

the last person to connect with i t would be
‘ Poor Palmer. ’ He had ‘ lo

‘

st again%% and

gone to the Smoking-room to ha
‘

ve ’a—drink.

This went on for quite a long t ime
,
t i ll at last

such ‘ mistakes ’ became so u-nplea
‘

santly fre

quent , that the Committee engaged t
’

wo detec

tives and dressed them as waiters to watch the

They had very l ittle

Poor Palmer ’ red-handed.
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T HE FITZRO Y SYSTEM

TH I S i s quite a good system , and was very

popular amongst the English community about

three years ago
,
but unfortunately i t i s barred to

most people on account of the enormous capital

i t requires. To feel at all sure of ultimate

success, a capital of un its i s essen tial ,
and even then it i s not absolutely infal lible. But

if a Syndicate were formed to play it at Trente

et-Quarante on a I loui s uni t, with

at their back , I th ink they would probably

succeed . The amount they would win
,
as long

as i t lasted , would be about 60 0 louis a day.

The idea O f the game is to increase your

stakes by 1 unit every time
,
without ever

decreasing, unti l you have wiped out all previous

losses and gained 1 louis as wel l for every

coup ’ played .

There are two exceptions to this rule. Your

first stake i s always 1
,
but if you lose this

,
instead

O f your next stake being 2 , i t i s 3 3 after that i t

should be 4, 5 , 6, 7, 8, etc. , unti l your task is

accom plished . Your game i s finished when
1 4 1
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you can wipe out al l minus quanti ties from
your score-sheet and bring the result to 1 .

Suppose, therefore, your score-sheet shows you

to be 3, and your stake in the ordinary way

ought to be 7 3 instead of staking 7, you would

only stake 4, in order to arrive at the result O f

1 i f you win . I n the event of your los ing

the stake O f 4 your next stake wi ll be 8, j ust as

i f you had staked 7 i n the ordinary course of

the game the previous coup.

’ If you lose the

8 you would continue wi th 9 , 1 0
,
1 1

,
etc.

If you win two or three s takes of I at the

commencement you consider them as definite

gains , and put them away quite apart from your

capital.

Suppose you lose your first two stakes of 1

and 3, you are now out of pocket

I st Loss 1

2nd Loss 3

T o tal 4

But in addi tion to gett ing back your previous

losses, the O bject O f the system i s to win a unit

per ‘ coup ’ as well, consequently in order to

keep a clear record of the amount you requi re

to win
,
i t i s best to add 1 uni t to your losses

after every coup .

’

Supposing that you commence the game with

4 losses and 3 wins, you wil l score the game as

fo l lows
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I t will be noticed that the last stake i s only

7 i nstead of 8. This i s because you only

require to arrive at a result of I . Had you

staked 8 in the ordinary course and won
,
you

would have won a uni t more than you needed
,

and would have taken a little unnecessary

risk.

In case the reader should not have quite

grasped what has gone before
,
I wil l try and

make i t clearer.

The Progression to be employed is I , 3, 4, 5 ,
6, 7 , 8, 9 , etc.

I f you start by losing
,
you keep a record O f

al l the minus quant ities
,
to which you add 1

unit for every coup played. Losses wi ll then

be added to thi s score
,
and wins deducted,

unti l you can eventually arrive at the score of

I , when your task i s finished and you must

re-commence with a stake of 1 .

In a very short time you will be able to add

the invariable I to the score rzzee/zauieally and

without requiring to Show i t on the score-sheet
,

as I have done in the examplegiven .

We will suppose that on arriving at the table

you score 2 Losses, 1 Win , I Loss
,
and 2

Wins.

When you have attained proficiency in mark

ing the game
,
your score-sheet wil l appear as

fol lows
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1 Lo se (and add I)

2

3

Result 6
‘ 1‘ 4

3

4

Result 8

6 (no t 5)Win

Result 3 (no t 2)
4 (not 7)Win

I 4

3 Units lest 8

3
T otal won

At the 3rd stake , i nstead of saying to your

self 4 from 6 2
,
you say 4 from

I n the same way after the 5th S take, instead

O f saying 6 from 8 l eaves 2
,
you say 6

from—9 leaves 3. At the 6th ‘ coup you
stake 4 because you only require to arrive at a

result of 1 to accomplish your O bj ect.

I f you should lose thi s
‘ coup ’ instead of

winning it, you would say

3
And 4

T o tal 8 (not

and your S tate would be 8.

1 45 I .
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Because the 6th by the ordinary Progression

ought to have been 7 and not 4 .

Supposing you win the 7th Stake you say :

8 from —9 - 1
,
and your State

would be 2 .

I n the event of your winning
,
the game

‘ coups
,

’ losing 4 and winning 4 , and yet you

wi ll be a winner of 8 units %

By far the best way to play this system 1 5 to

work it on both sides O f the table
,
in the same

way as proposed for the Wells System on page

75 . O n a favourable ‘ tableau ’ you wil l win

twice as fast and expose less money to the risk

O f Zero . I f only played on one side, I would

recommend the same method O f staking as used

in the Wrangler’s System (see page
I f you cannot raise the suggested capital of

or uni ts, the system can be

attem pted with several smal l capitals of abou t

2 0 0 units each . I t i s quite poss ible to turn 2 0 0

i nto 1 0 0 0 i n a very short t ime, i f :you are

su fficiently lucky to avoid a bad day at the

start.
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and more of h is own money on the table to get

his losses back. With the Tiers e% T out
’ i t

i s j ust the reverse. The player never stands

to lose more than 9 units of his own money,
and never has a big stake on the table unless

it i s wi th money already won from the

Bank.

If, therefore, a punter has sufficient strength

O f mind never to take more than one capital of

9 units into the Casino with him at a time , he

puts the Bank in the unpleasan t position
,
that

no matter how good their l uck may be, they can

never win more than 9 units from him . O n the

other hand
,
when the player’s lucky day arrives ,

he will win 2 0 0 units from the Bank , which

wil l cover twenty-two days’ losses .

Your capital then i s 9 units, and you play

that the Bank wil l not win two ‘ coups ’ i n suc

cession before you have turned the 9 i nto 2 0 0 .

You do not ask for any very extraordinary run

of luck to enable you to do this ; all you require

i s to win the same number O f ‘ coups ’ as the

Bank
,
but you must not let them win twice

running or you will be defeated.

The system consi sts i n always d ividing your

capital by three, and staking first a third
, and

i n the event of loss, the remaining two-thirds .

The usual method of staking i s always to play

for the intermittence . Unless you come upo n a
1 48



T h e ‘ T i
'

ers et T o ut ’

run of three on one or the other C olour, you wil l

For example , suppose the Colours run as

N air . Rouge.

N o S take
R

R

N Win
Lose

R Win
Win
Lo se

R Win
Win

R Win
R Lose

Win
R \Vin

R Lo se

N Win
R Win

arrive at the table
,
Black appears

,

you consequently put 3 units on to Red and

add this to your capital , which now con

1 2 units. Your next Stake wi ll be 4 on

lost. After that you stake 8 on

Your capital i s now 1 6, so you next put 5 on
to and Lose : then 1 0 on to Red and win.

capital now consists of 2 1 pieces, con

sequent ly you have to put 7 on to Black and

You have now 2 8 pieces i n hand
,
so your
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next S take wi ll be 9 on Red which i s lost 3 after

wards 1 8 On to Red which i s won .

Holding 37 units, you then put 1 2 on to

Black and win . This brings your capital up

to 49 .

Then stake 1 6 on Red and win , capi tal now

amounts to 65 units .

Place 2 1 on the Black and lose 3 then 4 2 on

Black and win . This increases your total to 86.

S take 2 8 on Red and win . C apital now amounts

to 1 1 4 pieces , and you are nearing the finish .

Place 38 on the Black and lose, then 76 on

Black and win . You have now arrived
'

at the

last ‘ coup .

’ Your capital i s 1 5 2 , so you place

50 on Red and win , and have succeeded in

converting your 9 loui s in to 2 0 2 l

The reason why this system i s not oftener

played
,
i s because it requires more pluck and

determination than almost any Other. Time

after t ime you may run your Snowball from 9

up to 37 or even 65 units , only to see them

relentlessly raked in by the Bank .

After a run O f bad luck it i s s imply heart

breaking, and very few players have the gri t to

stand it .
If persevered with for a suff icient t ime

,
i t wil l

probably always come out right in the end.
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rain pattering down on them . Inside
,
as usual

,

business was pretty brisk : there were several

cheery parties at lunch
,
the cheeriest of all

,
per

haps, being that of a well-known and popular

rai lway magnate .

Bad weather, th is, for business ,
” said he to

C i ro.

“My goodness %
” said C iro,

“ I never seen

such weather as this
,
ever since I been i n M onte

C arlo . They cal l thi s the P ays du Soleil, and

j ust look at i t outside where is the sun % I want

to know 3 we not seen him fO I more than a week.

The Grand Duke ’

e no come from C annes, M r.

Bennett ’ e no come from Beaulieu
,
the Duchess

of York she no come from M enton w/zen

t/ze d—d sun
’

e no s/zine
’
e cost mefif ty louis a

day l

We of course replied that
fi

if the sun cou ld

be m ade to understand how expensive he .was

proving to such a deserving person as C i ro, we

were qu ite sure he would try and mend his

manners
-X as

M any persons imagine that in the restaurants

at M onte C arlo the scale O f charges i s O ften

based entirely on the appearance and manners

of the cl ient . At one or two establishments thi s

i s undoubted ly the case. The proprietor looks

you over with a sort of “ I -wonder—h ow-much
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you
-wil l—stand ” kind of air

,
and then charges

The late Sir Arthur Sul l ivan used to tel l a

story of a well-known restaurant
,
which shall

be nameless
,
where thi s system of wholesale

extortion prevai led.

Seeing that he lunched there nearly every day

when he was alone, and generally partook of a

most simple repast , he knew almost to a centime

what the amount O f his bi l l ought to be .

O ne day when a Russian Grand Duke was

entertaining some other Royalties at an adjoin

ing table, he found that the pri ces had risen in

consequence. O n looking close ly at hi s bi l l

he discovered that not only had the price for
‘ couvert ’ been overcharged , but that they had

put down 2 francs for ‘ hors d ’oeuvres,
’ and

4 0 centimes for
‘ beurre ’

; the last i tem was

the one which annoyed him , so he sent for the

proprietor and remonstrated.

The head of the establishment was an Ital ian
,

and recognizing SirArthur as a very influential

cl ient, he was at once most effusively apologetic :
“ I very sorry, Sir Arthur,

” he began ;
“ the

cashier
,
she not see i t was you 3 the

‘ couvert ’

I take him O ff direct ly, and the butter I

charge h im to the Grand Duke 3 he not notice

The idea of promptly charging the Grand
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Duke with any items which his neighbours

obj ected to in their bi lls, always struck the great

composer as being a disti nctly humorous way

O f gett ing out O f the difficulty %
'X 'X '

11

But at the HOtel de Paris th ings are managed

differently
,
and if the following l ittle incident

related to me by a friend can be taken as a

fair sample O f the way in which customers are
treated

,
there should not be many complaints .

The gentleman in question , M r. H . invited

a lady to lunch with him at the restaurant of

the Hotel de Paris . N owthe lady had not been to

M onte C arlo before, and was in fact on her first

visi t to the South of France, having accepted an

invitat ion to spend a few weeks with some friends

at M entone . She was, therefore, not aware that

there are one
.

or two commodities for which

extort ionate
,
prices are charged at all the

smart restaurants
,
amongst them being caviar,

asparagus and O ld brandy, but more es
'

pecially

caviar
,
for which I have known as much as 1 0

francs a portion charged

As i s usual on such occasions, when the

hors d ’oeuvres were handed round, the waiter

was especially pressing with the caviar, and in

all the innocence of her unsuspecting heart, our

fai r friend was easi ly persuaded to take some.

N ow M r. H . T. i s not a mill ionaire, and con
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“
Quite true,

” said M r. T .,

“but my friend took

a spoonful .” “ Parfai tement,
” repli ed the

waiter,
“ but we have noticed that M onsieur

always takes such a much larger spoonful than

M adame % ”

The following amusing l itt le story O f C iro ’s

Bar I have taken from the columns O f the

M entone and M onle Carlo M ws.

A certain journalistic personage—his name
need not be mentioned—wrote over to England
to a friend for a smal l loan . He received a

letter containi ng what he supposed to be a five

pound note, and willzout reading lite epistle,
swaggered into C iro ’s and asked for 1 2 5 francs,
which were promptly handed to him . Hewent,
armed with this sum , into the Salon and won 1 0 0

loui s . SO elated was he that he asked a friend—none other than the late lamented “ Bil l ”

Yardley to j om him in a bottle O f champagne

at C iro ’s . The proprietor met them with

shrieks O f i ndignation :
“What mean you by

thi s % What mean you by this % ” The

journali stic personage examined the note wh ich

he had cashed . Then he read the letter. Then

he turned to C iro and said,
“ My friend, you

evidently don ’t understand a j oke ‘ I do .

H elp yourself % —and he produced a handful
of gold from his pocket. C i ro was so struck
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with, his magnificence that he paid for the

champagne. But now I come to the point .

The supposed ‘ fiver ’ which C iro had changed

was simply one of those fictitious documents

on the Bank O f D rury Lane issued by poor

Augustus Harri s to advertise
,
I think, the

pantomime of l e Fora) Tnieues, which said

advert isement he had to withdraw under high

O fficial pressure.

The friend in England was the cruel joker,
but yet proved a friend in need .

’

I think I can make a shrewd guess at the

identi ty of the ‘ j ournal istic personage ’

3 i t was

probably none other than ‘ The Shifter,
’ that

clever litt le man with the very large nose
,
whose

death , a short while ago, was such a loss to the

staff O f the Sporting T imes.

it

SMART RE PART EE AT T HE TABLE S.

This anecdote i s generally credited to M r.

George R . S ims.

In the days of Gilbert and Sull ivan and D ’

O yley

Carte , when Savoy C omic O pera was at its

zenith , and money was pouring in at a tremen

dous rate
,
the great musician loved nothing

bettef than a visit to the Sunny South, with an
occasional flutter at Roulette .

O n one particular evening, after winning at
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the commencement, he suddenly struck %a most ’

villainous run of bad luck. N O matter '

where be staked the resul t
'

was the same
,
and

handfuls of gold quickly disappeared into the

coffers of the Bank.

“ N ot doing any good, I see,
” said ‘ George

arriving on the scene at that moment .
“ I should think not indeed ,

” said Sull ivan;
“ why

,
I had a great heap O f gold in front

O f me ten minutes ago, and now i t has all

disappeared .

”

N ever mind , SirArthur,
” replied Bagonet

,

’

I am sure there are plenty more notes where

that gold came from
‘X 9(

The fol lowing i s related O f that cheery Eng%

'

li sh nob leman
,
known to his friend s as “T he

Dasher
,

’ whose sudden and unexpected death

at O stend las t summer caused such un iversal

and genuine regret in M onte C arlo circles .

He was seated at a Roulette Table one day,
and was being subj ected to considerab le annoy

ance by an excitable foreigner—who had j ust
been lunch ing o ff ‘ Boui llabaisse ’—constantly
reaching over him and puffing garl ic in his

face .

At last the pushing and noise behind his

chai r got so bad , that
‘ The Dasher,

’ who was

not very strong at French , said to a friend,
“ I
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T HE ‘ BREAD-WINNER ’
SYST EM

TH I S i s something simi lar to the system known

as the M ontant Belge.’

I t requires a good large capital, the pat ience

of Job, and plenty of t ime at your disposal. I f

you have got al l three, and wish to make win

ning a practical certainty
,
there are not many

better methods than thi s
,
and I bel ieve there

are a few persevering mortals who regularly win

thei r 5 or 6 units a day at i t.

I t does not really matter very much what you

elect to play i t on—it i s the massage ’ or

Progression that i s the important thing. It can

be played
-
on Red or Black, on the Sequences

or I ntermi ttences
,
or if you like on the Avant

Derniére
’—which means that you always play

on the colour that came out las t but one—it i s
probably as good as anything el se

,
and the same

may be said of the Wrangler’s method (see
page 1 0

You play to win your unit s one by one
,
each
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as a separate and distinct operation, and when

ever you win one you stow it away i n another

pocket a s a definite gain .

If you commence losing, you continue to

play flat or level stakes of I uni t
,
unti l either

you areone to the good, or the Bank has won

5 from you . As soon as th i s has happened you

begin playing flat stakes of 2 units , crossing out

wins as they occur, and keeping a record of the

losses . Say you start with 3 losses, 2 wins
,
and

then 4 losses, your score would look like

I
‘

X
‘

I I I I I

You are now 5 uni ts to the bad , so
-you

I I I I I

and start playing flat stakes of 2 units. Suppose

the game goes as follows

wm Your score-sheet wi ll appear thus

W
I ‘

1;
‘
1

‘
1

‘
l

‘
3 2

In

Win You cont inue staklng 2
,
and the

Lose table wins .

Lose Starting afresh with the figures re

Win maimng, viz. I , 2 , your score-sheet wi ll

Lose then read like this

I 2 2
‘
2, 2 2 2

You have now lost 5 twos on balance, so you
1 6 1 M
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commence staking 3, and every time you win

you wi ll cross ou t 2 twos and write downa I .

N .B.

—Be sure you do thi s . I f you cross

out a 2 and a r i t will alter the whole system ,

and make i t more dangerou s for the player.

The table comes round in your
’

favour
,
and

gives you

will Starting with your score as follows
In

Win I 2 2 2 2 2

the result after the above coups of 3 have

been played wi l l be as follows

I k a
‘
a

‘
x

‘
x r t

N ow as al l the twos have disappeared, you

drop from a stake of 3 to 2 again , starting as

follows

Supposing you get one loss and two wins,
your score wi ll appear

i k
‘

a

and you are quits once more—you must then
recommence with a stake of 1 unit .

The Bank has won 1 5
‘ coups ’ to your: 1 1

,

and yet you have come out wi thout loss .

This i s the merit of the slow and safe Pro

gression.

How much capital it would be necessary to
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T HE ‘ PARO LI ’ SYSTEM

T HE idea of the ordinary or simple ‘ Parol i ’

i s to play for two wins in success ion, leaving the

original stakee—plus the winnings—0 11 the table
for the second coup .

’ The game can be

played on any chance you prefer. O n the Even

Chances a ‘ Parol i ’ of a five-franc piece brings

you in a net profi t of 1 5 francs : on. a single

number en plein i t wi ll bring you in a profi t

of 62 9 5 francs, i f successful at the first attempt .

The player naturally has the best prospect of

success on the Even C hances . The fol lowing

table shows the most direct Progression for a
‘ Parol i ’ on the Even C hances . By means o f

thi s Progress ion the player i s enabled to recoup

all previous losses
,
and land himself a winner on

Balance, as soon as two consecutive wins are

scored .

I t wi ll be seen from the fol lowing table that

the player of a five-franc piece on an Even

C hance at Roulette wil l reach the M aximum
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after 26 unsuccessful attempts to win twice in

succession . The player of a louis at Trente

O F T HE MO ST D I RECT PRO GRESS I O N

R T HE S IMPLE ‘ PARO LI SYST EM .

AM O UN T N ET

ST A K ED . P RO FI T .

M

N

1 2

1 6

9 2

1 2 3
1 64
2 1 8

2 9 1

690

W
W
I

et-Quarante wi ll have two chances less of

accomplishing his object
,
as the 2 5th stake

would exceed the M aximum .

1 65



M o nte C arlo Anec do tes

The direct Progression on the Paroli S ystem

i s not to be recommended . I t i s almost as

dangerous as the ordinary M artingale
,
and is

sure to bring the player to grief sooner or later.

By playing on the same idea
,
however

,
with a

modified Progression , we can obtain a sound

and reliable method. We wi ll cal l it

‘ The Ladder System.

’

I t i s based on the table given on the preceding

page
,
and our first step consists of the first six

stakes which we write down on our score-sheet

horizontally as fol lows

1 1 1 2 2 3

N ow underneath each stake we will record

the amount gained in the even t of success see

C olumn 3 of the table given above . T hlS gives

us the following double line as the First 5 16} of

our Ladder

i i i i
We commence by stak ing 1 unit and play

for two consecutive wins. Every time we are

successful we count the net profit on the trans

action as a definitegain, and begin again with a

stake of I uni t.

Should we eventual ly lose the las t stake of 3,
we have madea loss o f r + 1

I 0 units.
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After recording the amount of losses out

standing, construct a Fonrt/z S tep as followsé

2 2 3 4 5 7

Each step of our Ladder i s entirely independ

that the higher we get
,
the more equal the gains

become. C ontinue on each success ive step

unti l all previous losses are wiped out, then re

commence entirely with the First S tep . The

above system , i f strictly adhered to, can be

safely recommended to a player with plenty of

patience and capital at his di sposal. The
‘ Avant D ern iere ’ method of staking (see p .

1 60)would be wel l adapted to this game. O f

course, on a very unfavourable
‘ tableau,

’ i t

may be necessary to employ a sth, 6th, and 7th

Step, etc. , but after a l it tle study of the figures

given above, it will be an easy matter to construct

them.
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T H
’

E first of these i s called the Coup da

Commandant, or the H idden Louis. I t

requires a modest capital of 2 5 francs, and i s

played as fol lows

You must have an accomplice of irreproach

able appearance, but must never be seen to have

any communication with him i n the Rooms.

The one who has the quickest eye and the

most innocent demeanour wi l l take the capital ,
and must behave as if he had hardly ever

played the game before, and did not speak the

language. We wil l cal l the operator A , and the

A walks round unti l he sees a Roulette Table,
where there i s plenty of money staked

,
and no

end of excitement . He sees where the bal l i s

fall ing, and in spite of the croupier having said

Rien ne va plus,
’ reaches forward, and

dashes his money either on to the number en

plein ,
’ or on to a ‘ cheval ’ or ‘ carré.

’

T he
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five-franc piece is on top and the loui s concealed

underneat/z.
“ Trop tard says the croupier, and knocks

off the money wi th his rake
,
but in nine cases

out of ten he only knocks o ff the five-franc

piece, and the lou is remains on the number.

A i s of course very apologetic for having

staked too late—but he doesn ’ t understand the
game

,
and cannot speak the language. I f they

try and make him take the loui s as well, he

denies al l knowledge of i t
,
and says i t i s not his.

“A qui 1e louis % asks the croupier.

A moi ,
” says B , who i s ready on the opposite

s ide of the table . “ J ’ai m is un louis enplein.

”

Well
,
there i s such a lot of money on the

table
,
that of course i t i s very d ifficult for any

one to swear he d idn ’t, and as no one else
claims i t

,
B i s paid 35 lou is .

The worst of thi s system is, that at M onte

C arlo i t i s getting rather too well known, and if

you try i t more than once or twice, your exi t

from the C asino is l ikely to be a hurried one.

The Coup da Beau-pen

i s much safer and not so well known ; more

over i t does not require any capital a t al l .

You walk round the Rooms and select your

victim ; he i s generally to .
be found in the

Trente-et-Quarante Room .
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Well, of course the good-natured man does

so, and you disappear into the crowd . When

the rightful owner returns
,
i f he hears the Black

win
,
he knows he has lost his money

,
so nothing

i s said
,
but i f he hears Red win for

‘

the third

time
,
he asks for his 80 louis. O f course

they are not to be found
,
and when inquiry i s

made, the croupier says there were 40 louis

on the Red last time,
“ but that gentleman

sit ting over there raked them o ff.
”

“ Yes ,
” says the party referred to

,

“ but they

weren ’t mine, I took them o ff to obl ige a man

standing behind me who saw his father-in-law

coming%
”

By this tim e, . I need hardly say , you are Wel l

on your way to the C afé de Paris, or if needs

be in the tram-car for M onaco . Fort
'

y louis

i s quite a good haul for one evening %
This reminds me of a good Baccarat s tory

it i s cal led

T/ze Coup de la L imonade.

A certain man , who was very clever at cards,
was introduced to a C lub at a French water

ing-place
,
where they played a big game of

Baccarat .

He had only been playing for a very short

time
,
when he discovered that al l the members

of the C lub were i n the habi t of cheating by the
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’

method known as ‘ la poussette,
’
i. c. after

seeing the card dealt they would either add to

their stakes, or deduct f rom them when the

Banker was not looking.

“ I f that i s their l i ttle game,
” thought he,

I bel ieve I can go one bet ter 1 ” and he waited

his opportuni ty.

Having secured some C lub cards, he prepared

a coup ’ and took a Bank of francs .

The ‘ coup ’

was a very simple one , consi sting

of six cards—two natural eights
,
followed by a

natural nine ; and by sleight-of-hand he easily

conjured i t on to the top of the pack.

When he dealt the cards there were about

francs on one ‘ tableau ’ and

francs on the other.
“Huit l

” said the man on his right
,
turning

up his cards.
“ Encore huit l ” said the man on his left ,

doing the same .

Phew said the Banker
,

“ excuse me
,

gentlemen , but this i s rather a nasty
‘ coup ’

;

i f you don’ t m ind
,
I think I should like a drink

before turn ing up my cards. Waiter % j ust give

me that lemonade off the table there .

”

i

T he drink was brought him on a salver
,
and

our friend took care to turn his head well round

whilst he took a long pu l l at i t
,
knowing per

fectly that most of the players would seize the
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opportunity to double their stakes wh ilst: he

was so engaged .

Then resuming the game he produced hi s
‘JVine

,

’ and proceeded to rake in the
’ ch ips,

remarking as he did so, M essieurs, les 'cartes

passent l
”

The twenty-five thousand francs O riginal ly

staked had grown to be fifty thousand

This was another ingenious swindle which

was practi sed in the Rooms a t M onte .C arlo for

some time before the author was d iscovered and

turned out The party i n quest ion was always

on the look-out for gamblers wi th plenty of cash

and very li tt l e brains
,
who had just .been losing

a lot of money to the Bank.

He would scrape thei r acquaintance and

inform them that if they were anxious to get

some of their losses back, he was in apo sition to

help them .

He professed to have an arrangement with

one of the dealers at
'

l
‘

rente-et-Quarante by

which he was able to have one certain coup %

dealt for him every day. I f the player would

agree to stake a M aximum francs)and
give him half i n the event of success he would

arrange with the dealer and give him a signal .

If the victim demurred at taking an unfair
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he would meet him after the Rooms had closed,
and find out how the mistake had occurred.

What he did then
,
depended upon his estimate

of the victim ’s character. I f he was the so rt of

man to make trouble, he would disappear from
M onte C arlo altogether unti l the coast .was clear .

If not, he would pretend that the dealer had

made an unfortunate mistake, and it would be

al l right next time.

I n any case the victim had no redress
,
be

cause if he made a fuss and matters were

i nquired into
,
he would have to confess that he

was himself trying to swindle the Bank by

bribing one of the employés % So , of course,
rather than have to admit th is

,
he p referred to

lose the money and remain s i lent.
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READ isRs will
'

probably have noticed that

almost all the systems described in thi s book
have been on the Even C hances . The reason

for this is not far to seek.

At M onte C arlo and O stend, where Roulette

i s played with a Zero, and Trente-et-Quarante

with a Refait, i t i s impossible to get away from
the fact that a person who elects to play on any

thing but an Even C hance al lows the Bank to

have an unnecessary advantage over himself.

N ow,
as it i s hard enough to frame a system

by which the player has a good chance of beat

ing the Bank, even when allow ing it the least pos

sible advantage, i t seems to me that we should

be making our task doubly difficult were we

to commence by allowing the Bank a larger

percentage than is absolutely necessary. All th is

has been clearly set forth and explained in the

first chapter of Ten D ays at M onte Carlo,
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and the conclusion arrived at was, that al l

serious systems should be played on the Even

C hances.

Some people , however, find them too dull

and uninteresting
,
and are never happy unless

playing on numbers or ‘ chevaux
,

’ etc. I wi l l

therefore conclude with a few remarks on the

various methods usual ly adopted by them .

The most favourite system of all i s to study

the spinner’ s hand, and discover a croupier who

throws ‘ voisins
,

’ or neighbouring numbers on

the Wheel . I t i s curious how some men seem to

have a tendency to do thi s much oftener than

others. The usual way to play the ‘ Voisin ’

System is to back the number that came out

last , and four numbers on each side of i t on the

Wheel. For the convenience of players wishing

to try this method, I reproduce here a Table of

each number
,
with i ts voisins . ’

I t wil l not , of course, always be necessary to

back n ine numbers ‘ en plein .

’
For, supposing

we wished to back 36 and i ts
‘
vorsm s,

’ instead of

staking onepiece on each of the n in e numbers ,
we could accompli sh our obj ect by only staking

six pieces
,
viz . one on 6 en plein ,

’ one on —31 a

cheval
,

’ one on 1 3
‘ en plein

,

’ one on 2 3, one

or ‘ acheval
,

’ and one on the ‘ Transversale

pleine
,

’

34
—
36.

Some spinners, i t wi l l be found , i nstead of
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T ABLE OF ‘ VO I S I N S
’
O N T HE

RO ULE T T E WHEE L

1 8o
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bringing out ‘ voisin s
,

’ throw what are cal led

distances
,

’ on the Wheel .

For example , i f on arri v ing at a table you

notice that a man spins first 0 fol lowed by 2 2

and then 5 , i t wi ll be seen that the ba l l has on

each occasion fallen at a distance of exactly nine

numbers
'

from its las t rest ing place . In order
,

therefore
,
to catch it next time, the player would

have to back 6 and i ts ‘ voisins,
’ and supposing

this ‘ coup came off, he would then back a l l the

neighbours of 3 2 . O ther croupiers might spin

right across the Wheel and back again
,
say fi rst

0
,
then 5 or 1 0 , and after that 0 , 2 6, or 3 2 .

Some players have an idea that the croupiers

are always trying to bring out 0
,
and that the man

who can
‘

succeed oftenest i s promoted by the

Admin istration . They consequently back 0

and its ‘ voisins every spin of the Wheel . I re

member tell ing thi s to a man some years ago
,

who th ought the idea such a good one that he

started to p lay on it , and continued every day

for six weeks . He began with on ly a few five
franc pieces and won francs ; but

nevertheless I am sti l l an unbel iever i n this

system .

Some people play what is cal led les numéros

en
,
retard,

’ others p lay exactly the opposi te
,
on

the method known as les rium éros dominants . ’

To pl ay ei ther of these systems you first look
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on for 37 spins of the Wheel , marking down the

numbers as they appear.

The following curious discovery wil l then be

m ade . I t wi ll be seen that there are invariably

about 1 2 numbers which do not come out .

This i s the Law of C hance .

Try i t another way. Put 37 numbers into

a hat
,
and draw out one 37 t imes—always of

course replacing the number drawn , and giving

the hat a good shake . There wi ll invariably be

about 1 2 numbers which have not been drawn.

O r you can tel l 37 different people to think of a

number on the Rou lette Wheel and write i t down
,

withou t comparing notes
,
the resul t wil l be the

same .

To play the ‘ numéros en retard ,
’ you mark

down the numbers which have not come out

during the 37 spins you have witnessed, and

play upon them with a s low Progress ion unti l

you have won a fixed amount
,
or lost al l your

capital .

To playthe
‘ nume

’

ros dominants
,

’ or ‘ favoured

numbers,
’ you m ark down those which have

appeared more than once i n 37 spins , and stake

on them in the same way
,
w ith a slow Progression ,

unti l you have won a certain fixed sum .

O f these two methods I should prefer the

latter, being firmly impressed with the idea that

every Roulette Wheel has i ts irreg ularities and
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The fol lowing is an ingenious way of backing

2 8 numbers wi th only four stakes
,

1 8 o f

which numbers it wil l be seen are next door to

one another on the Wheel .

Place your Wheel with % 0 at the top, take 2 8

as your starting—point and count twelvenumbers
down the left-hand side of the cy linder, i. e.

unti l you arrive at 1 6. You wil l find that hal f

these numbers are i n the fi rs t column .

N ow take 1 8 as your starting-point .and count

ten numbers down the left-hand side of the

cylinder
,

e. unti l you come to 2 4 . O ut of these

ten numbers six belong to the middle dozen .

If then we place 5 loui s on the first column

and 5 loui s on the middle dozen , we shal l have

covered every number .on the Wheel from 2 8 to

23 with the exception of four numbers, vi z. 2 9 , 9 ,

33 and 5 .

N ow place 2 lou is on the ‘ carré ’

5
-

9 and

2 lou is o n the ‘ carré ’
2 9
—
33, and you wi l l

find that you have covered
‘ every number .ou

the cyl inder from 2 8 to 30 , being exact ly half

the Whee l. You wi l l also have 2 8 numbers on

your side altogether
,
leaving only 9 unbacked,

and the most curious thing of al l i s that out of

these 9 which you have not touched, 5 of them ,

viz. 1 2
, 35 , 3, 2 6, and 0 , are next door to one

another on the Wheel .

And now, gentle readers , one last word of
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advice. Do not be surprised at anything you

may see occurring at the Gambling Tables .

Professor Pearson in his article ‘ Science and

M onte C arlo,
’ which appeared in the Fortnzg/ztly

Review of Feb. 1 894, says M onte C arlo

Roulette, if j udged by returns which are published

apparent ly with the sanction of the ‘
Société

,

’ i s , i f

the Laws of C hance rule, from the standpoint of

exact science
,
the most prodigious miracle of the

n ineteen th century.

”

Professor Pearson i s right . At M onte C arlo

the unexpected i s always happening, and you

wil l see things occurring almost every day,
against which the odds should be over a mill ion

to one % Be, therefore, prepared for the wo rst ,
and remember that the Law of Chance i s a very

e lastic one.

If you have careful ly studied the foregoing

pages
,
you wil l have been ini tiated into almost

al l the best known methods , in addition to one

or two which have never before been publ ished

my task is therefore accomplished, and in the

hope that each individual may make a j udicious

selection , and experience the best of good luck ,
I can only say

fli esdarnes et [Messieurs , c/zoisirsez votre

Systenze, etf aite: no: j eux—rien ne r2a p lus I
T HE END
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B Y THE SA IVE A UTH OR

6 6C
CO N T A I N I N G

Problems and Solutions and

Maxims to be Remembered
%

FCAP 8vo . PRI CE 6d. N ET .

Can be commended for their usefulness to the intel l igent
p layerwho is m aster o f only an indifierent game and wishes
to improve it.

T here could be no better method o f imparting sound

conceptions o f strategy, and the author does his coaching so

p leasantly as to deprive the student of all sense o f effort.

T hey are adm irab ly varied in their character, anda careful

study o f them would enab le the intel ligent reader to improve
his game sufficiently to qualify him self fo r the best com pany.—Sunday T imes and Spe. ia/.

An adm irab le idea excel lently carriedOut.

Marked by sportsmanlike c learness and precision, well
'

il lustrated by diagram s, and based upon a sound knowledge

o f the practice and the conventions o f the best p layers, the
book cannot but pro ve helpful to dufiers, whi le o lder
hands must always be interested to hear what can be said’

about this form o f sel f impro vement by the author o f
‘ T en

days at Monte Carlo at the Bank’s Expense.

’

WILLIAM HEINE IVIANN

21 Redford Street, London, W.C .



TII E CHAMPION SYSTEM

OF THE WORLD

T HE ANO LO =AM ERICAN
GA% ET T E

O rganized a Com petition fo r the

BES T O U L E TT E

S YS TEM .

The Contest was Open to the wholeWor ld and

secured a large Entry

T he FIRST PRI% E was won by
“ V . B.

”

with a System Showing a P rofit of £ 592

on C oo p s, comm encing with a

Capital of only £ 1 00

THI S P RI % E S YS TEM CAN N O W BE O B TAINED FROM

T HE ANGLO sAM ERICAN

GA% ET T E

1 5 , AVENUE DE LA GARE , N ICE

S end c . 2 0 , or P o stal O rder for :65 .


